
√22 Biblical Christianity  
 
Were the scholars who prepared the King James Version 
convinced that their text was absolutely correct?  

 
No. They recognized the possibility of copyists' errors, and 

showed this by making marginal notes to variant readings at 13 
places. For instance, in Luke 17:36 their marginal note reads: "This 
36th verse is wanting in most of the Greek copies." In Acts 25:6, 
where their text reads: "When he had tarried among them more 
than ten days," they inserted the following marginal note: "Or, as 
some copies read, no more than eight or ten days."  

 
What was the source of most of the readings found both in the 
edition of Stephanus and in that of Elzevir?  

 
Most of the readings in both of these follow the edition of the 

Greek New Testament prepared by Erasmus, the great enemy of 
Luther, and published in 1516, the year before the Reformation 
began.  

 
 How many manuscripts agree exactly with Erasmus's edition 
of the Greek New Testament?  

 
There is no Greek manuscript that agrees exactly with it. 

Erasmus made it by combining the readings of several 
manuscripts, none of them earlier than the tenth century A.D., and 
most of them still later. In some parts of the New Testament he had 
no manuscript at all, but simply retranslated from the Latin Bible.  

 
 To whom was the Greek New Testament prepared by 
Erasmus dedicated?  

 
It was dedicated to Pope Leo X, the pope who later condemned 

Luther and the Reformation. It is believed that this pope gave 
Erasmus's publisher the exclusive right to publish the Greek New 
Testament for a period of time.  

 
 Have better manuscripts been discovered than those on which 
the Textus Receptus was based?  

 
During the three and one-half centuries since the King James 

Version was made dozens of manuscripts have been found that 
were copied many centuries earlier than any manuscript used by 
Erasmus. The manuscripts he used were copies of copies of copies 
of copies. When material is copied a number of times by hand, 
extra words and phrases generally find their way into the text in 
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