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standards kept by the U.S. government. He did not choose to do so. 
This is a simple fact. No two manuscripts of the New Testament 
exactly agree. No manuscript agrees exactly with the Textus 
Receptus.  

 
 There is more material available to see how the Bible has been 

translated and to try to get near to the exact words of the original 
authors than of any other book from ancient times. We can be very 
sure that we are very near to the original text. We cannot say that 
we have it exactly. Maybe some of us would have done it 
differently, but this is the way God did it.  

 
 What about such statements as: "Till heaven and earth pass, 
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be 
fulfilled." (Matt 5:18) and "the scripture cannot be broken." 
(John 10:35)?  

 
Jesus did not say that not a jot or tittle would pass from the law 

till every tiniest part had been copied perfectly. What He said was 
that no tiny part of the meaning of the Word of God as given to the 
original writers would fail to be fulfilled in exactly the way that 
God intended. Man cannot break what God has ordained. These 
verses refer to fulfillment, not to precise copying.  

 
 What is your opinion of the New American Standard Bible?  

 
No translation is perfect. There are always places at which it is 

extremely difficult to render a passage into a different language. 
The KJV was very excellent for its day, but some of its renderings 
are questionable. The New American Standard Bible was prepared 
by consecrated Christian scholars and represents an attempt to give 
an accurate presentation in modern English of the text found in the 
older manuscripts of the Bible, with occasional notes pointing out 
differences in late manuscripts. Christians should be grateful for 
the devoted effort that has gone into this excellent translation.  

 
 Should a denomination or association of churches oppose a 
version solely on the ground that it is not based on the textus 
receptus?  

 
The important thing about a version is its accuracy in translating 
the text of the Bible. The KJV was greatly used of God for 300 
years until much of its language became quite archaic, as the 
English language changed. It is foolish to ask young people to
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