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These are the outstanding things that were claimed by Jesus 
and taught about Him by His followers. This is the "Galilean 
teacher, as he is presented to us in the New Testament writings." Is 
he "as an astonishing re-incarnation of the Teacher of 
Righteousness"? Just how many of these features do we find in the 
Qumran picture of that individual? We find only this, that he was a 
teacher, who gathered discipies and established a sect, and that he 
was persecuted by those who disapproved of Him. This much 
could also be found in the history of almost every man who ever 
founded a sect.  

 
 In all the Qumran material that has yet been discovered and 

published, there is nowhere any statement that the Teacher of 
Righteousness was God, or that he claimed to be God, or that 
anyone else ever thought him to be God. There is no statement that 
he was born in any different way than other mortals. There is no 
reference to his having been tempted by the devil. It is true that he, 
like many another, was interested in spreading his views, but 
whether he went about preaching, as Jesus did, is not known.  

 
 He made his followers take very strict ascetic vows, quite 

contrary to all that we find in the life of Jesus or in the attitude of 
the early church. There is no statement in the Qumran literature 
that he ever performed miracles of healing, and certainly no 
suggestion that he ever raised anyone from the dead. There is no 
evidence that he ever thought hmself to be the Messiah. The 
Qumran sect seems to have expected that ultimately two Messiahs 
would come, a priestly Messiah and a kingly Messiah, but there is 
no proof that it expected either of them would be the same person 
as the Teacher of Righteousness. There is no evidence that the 
Teacher of Righteousness ever said that he would return to earth 
on the clouds of heaven. There is no evidence that the Teacher ever 
said, or that anybody else ever thought, that there would be any 
special significance to his death. There is no real evidence that the 
Teacher of Righteousness was crucified. In fact it is not even stated 
that he was put to death. There is no evidence that the Teacher of 
Righteousness was raised from the dead though there is reason to 
think that he may have been dead many years when the last of the 
scrolls was written. There is no evidence that the Qumran people 
ever thought that the Teacher of Righteousness could do something 
that could save an individual.  

 
 Their only hope lay in following his teaching. Their faith was 

in what he had said, not, as in the case of Christianity, in him 
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