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evidence at present mfx ayaiiable the twenty is a pretty'hard figure to:account for.

That is the.best Qe can say on it at present. There is a pfoblem there of various

éxplanations wh!ch.ﬁay_be proved but there is no evidence. Buf at any rate this

man Pekah was a man of importance. He was an aimw-man who seemed to be an

able rﬁler and ¢uring the time\that he was ruiing he saw the menace of thé

Syrian force.and he'méde.friends with tﬁe Syriéns.in order that he and the

ﬁhér shoﬁld 5e able to resist and to ﬁold back the Assyrians._ They .

wEEExx kX made s noﬁagression pact in order tﬁét they together would be safe
: i I d : ; i

against any attack from the Assyriané. When.they asked the king of Judah to-jbin

with them and when he refused Sndcff &7

and the king of Damascus together. But that reaily_relétés mdre ;Zth fhe house
of Judah than Israél so we will take ihaﬁ'up hn the mimxx next head in Judah.
We mer~ly mnotice this about Pekah thgt hé is the man that brouéht this thing into
Judéh and that.in ﬁhe end he was.conquered by the_Aasyfian ﬁkng end one of his own
men kiiled him and became a pupit king withrthe Bésjrians. We will look at that a
11tt1e_further later. ¥

I would like:to go on now to number 2. iudah from Joash to Jotham. In other
Y gubstantially'the pe#iﬁd which we looked at in the northern kingdom in |
numbef 2 under.g. dsrael and Jﬁdah to about 735. a. Joash. Discussed as you

fnow in IT Kings(2 and in IT Chronicles 23 to 24, We have already noticed how

he became king_. J_%.hta.liéh was ruli_.ng- and trying to mske the Baal worship
dominant in Judah. It was something .Whic_h she could mzke a great deal of headway
in with here ab.so.lutp pover which she had seized and was holding agsinst the
desire of = great many of the people. This was a bit difficult to do Bgcause the

northern kingdom had completely =2gainst the Bazsl wrm woréhip. So Athaliah was '

: isol&tﬂd:.
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