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That would be before the time of Ch;ist for a century at least that they had the
m;;; Penteteuch. That the .cr.itics assume thaé they did .1'1(.)".3 get it until the
time of the return ffo_m exile to the time of Nehemiah. They assume that that's
when they got the Penteteuch. . That is purely an assumption. Zhere is no reason
why they should not have had i.t at this time. It is very important in 2 situation
like this that we do ﬁot'allow anyone to ‘tell us_that_the_Samaritans did not have
the P_ente.teuch until the ti_mé of Nehen;iah. No one caﬁ prove that. There is just
S ﬁuch probanbility that "ﬁhéy had it at this timé‘ that they did not have it until
iater' In fact, we have more proof. If a priest came to tesch them the natker of
‘the God of the 1and.lit_woﬁ1d be rathér strange indegd if he did not bring

at 1¢ast the Penteteucﬁ. B |

‘Now this is then the beginning of the Samaritans, a people who were a thorn

.

in the flesh of the Jews after their return_i"rom exile, =2 people howin the time of

Ohrist the Jews had n_d dealings, a people whom the Lord himself thought it worth-

while to go to with the Gospel during the days of xkx His earthly pilgrimage when

' He was turning His attention almost exclusively to the Jews, and a people among

whom i n the very early days of the apestolic church the Gospel of Cﬂfist wakly brou:ght*

and a sreat revival bz_"ought among them befb_re any grea_t mcvement 'among the Gentiles.
S_o they are a people v.;hq occupy a half-way position between the Jews and the
Gentiles. |

(Question) That is to quite an exten-t a matter of speculation but it would
seemél to me that-i% thefe are lot c‘;f.words talked about which were not yet written -
yet at this time. The book of II Kings'was.not certainly complete 5ecause there
are gnite a few chapters more ‘iﬁ it here. How much then would have been eailable
to them aﬁ that time. OF thé great writing prophets nome of them , that is of the
majof prophelats', nene had yet written. Only .a Ii‘ew ﬁf the minor prophets he;l
as yet writfen. Had their books é.cq}lired a'.wid.e distribution in the norkhern

kingdom. We have no reason to think that they Wou1l4 necessarily have at this time.

consequently the books that would have been mvailable to people of the norhhern
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