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attackers by ;he coming of the forcés of theikiigzxmfx kiﬁg of Assyria.. In this
situation God told Isaiah to go and meet him on hiﬁx ﬁisldefense inspection tour. If
Isaish were to go into Ahazﬁs'palace'where he wﬁs-surrounded by a few of his.
slaves and his close fxx ;riends, he would say throw the fellow out. Tell him to
come back ndxt month or next year. We might have’ some time then. Bpt in this
9‘i'im".s,j-,i.orl he can't do that. One of the most if.npdrta}_:t phases of his defef.se

inspection tour is the moral of the people. In this situation of trying to

strengthen the moral of the people is the prophet who was Congidered by the peﬁple

as God&s-reﬁresentatiVe comes bExfrE before him. and he cannot brush him aside.
o lid-e\ '

Ee could try. to get r;d of him but he cannot brush.h;s'351de._ So the Lord

_-gaid to sy to him, "Teke héed and be Quieﬁ. Fear not, neither be faint hearted.

Don't get so excited. Don't worry. Calm yourself down. Do¥n't get faint

hearted about these two tgiis_of smoking fire brends." Two tails of smoking fire
prands—-the fierce angef_of Rezin of Syria, the sonpf Ramaligh. How does that
sound to.Ahaz?. Here is Ahaz urging the'peop1g onIto strengthen the defenses.

ﬁake a strong rgsistanée against Israel_and-éy;ia.' Isaigh says don't get so
excited; don't hé afrai@:ldon't be faint hearted ahout thése:two tails ofismoking
fireh:ands; What harm can they do %o you? VWell, thét doqsﬁ’t hel? moral
particﬂlaﬁly thus far; It would make moral wosse if he 5péak$r%;;g?¥i Iséiah

and pushes hin aside and makeé the pebple see hiékttitude téﬁards:the-reprpsentar
tive of the religion of the people. But he wouid'like to sbbp such words as this.
He just can't let Isaiah go én talking. such words:as this. - Isaiah is to continﬁe_
because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Athalish have tzken evil cbuncil against
these sayings. Let us go up against Judah and #ex'it and let us make a breach

therein for us and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabiel. Thus

Isaith the Lord, "It shall not stand. Neither shall it come to pass." Well, maybe

_ that's not so dad. It #sn't a good thing to make the people think that the attack

is a minor thing like smoking firebrands, but at the same time that the people
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