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as big as the.kingﬂom.of Jerobaam; he didnft have gnything near the strength =X
that Jeroboam hady and ifl eroboam waﬁtbd to do such a thing, he simply couldn't
do it. So he makes a p?edicfion of something that is goiing to happen three
pundred years later. How maﬁy dﬁfferént.things does-he predict under this
rhetorical form? Take the whqle last half of the versé. fWhat qan.you ekpresé

in £8%F words what is'prgd;cted'in this: whols ‘Laet Wals o2 the verss? Qasks
students).: A downfall:;sthere is going to be a destruction of the altar..‘l

think. though, that's a litfle too far. You don't find 21l that in-this verse.
This verse sa&s that the altar will be defiled, soektiy atd  Mhin vesee La telling

us that this altar is going to be defiled. It is not destroying the altar to

offer men on it; it doesn't hurt the altar. You might the men are going to be

‘hurt, but the altar isn't hurt by it. Men's bones are going to be burned on it,

but men wouldn't be hurt &f they are already dead either. Men's bones are to

" be burnt on it. What's the harm in burning men's bones on an altar? It is a

defilement, isn't it? Here is this altar which is supposed to_be this fine
structure z=x central in'the worship of this kingﬁom. and he. says that it is
coing 0 have something done that is a defilement to'it; it is zoing to have

men's bones upon i‘-:f So the_altar is going to be défilcd. That's_a ﬁerriblé

thing to tell Jeroboam, who is trying to make this a great, besutiful spot where

™ that will increaég theif vnity in hiEs great kingdom thﬁt‘éz ha5
cut out wf the southern third, Judah, The altar is to'bg défiled. Thet is one
imgortant thing that.is inéluded in this prediction. Now whét-is another

important element in the prediction here? (Asks studénfs)  The end of the

priesthoo d. Yes, it might be that. That would be a reasonable cohjecture, not .

absolntely certain; that is, that the priests might have their bones burned on

it and that wouldn't mean 21l of them. There might be .an interruption. There

could be; I think that that is a very reascnable cohjecturerfrom it, an@ras
a matter of fact, it was so. It was the end of it. (Student speaks.) Whether

it is or not, you might conjecture, but it éertainly gives the impression of the
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