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change and he introduces a new creative act right at this instant.
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to say'that that's figurative expression, is no reason to do awey with a clear
teaching. But the teaching may clearer takihg it as figurative than tek ng it

as literal. MNow in this case then he gave a prediction for the distant future

which was fulfilled three hundred years-later; Then he gave another prediction

which he cdidn't say-when but it might be much nearer and we found that it was
within a few minutes. Then the Lord caused a terrible thing to happen to the

k ng who was trying to interfere with it. So the king took these two things as
g A ; ;

s si88» an an evidence, ﬁhat.this man was really sPeaking for God, that this man

.was gzoing to have an.influence with the people, thét this was a man he should

conciliate rather than to try to éestroy him. So wg'read that the alta} was rent

and the ashes poured forth from the altaf. It is possible if your conception of

|
God is that, thntx to think that God in the heavens saw that thzy in the earth
there Was an altar hern that wounld be rent and therefore that sawply sent a
thunderbolt, that he struck down wﬁgiz;iﬁb mightﬁ superhatural act and caused
that rock to split apaft and the ashes to burst out, It is'entirely possible to
think that.thaﬁ is what héppéned here, -But.it is equally possible to think

her? that God knowing thélénd from ﬁhe'beginning had arraﬁged the circumstances
in such a way that Hex fhe hvét'wbﬁld effect this rock in just the right.prn—l
portion just at tﬁis ingtant at the time.wh?n it was negded in God's plan, that
the stress and stréin in the rock wounld be thg groatest. That is equally possible‘
and you can think of it eigher ﬁay._ Personally, thc-one.as God who haé planned
and arranged everything and uses thg forcés which he.has created to produce

2 result that he-&esires'fits-in muich better to me with the charantér than the
idea that all of a sudden he sees that it isn't quite adequate that 1$ needs a

‘ | He could do

it perfectly well if he chose. There's no statement that He'did:.theré's no

reason Ummkx. why the Bible xkmeks insist that He did such a thing. It fits

better w1th ny idea of His w1sdom and. the care of His plannlng to think that

ne erranged for it in advance to °ccur at that tlme and that he used natural
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