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has ¢ffen been the case as the Iord's wiil. ‘And then again if the Iord chose

to protect him he counld protect him in anj one of many wgyé. But in this
case'it‘was given as a sign for the people ﬁhmxxkhn\as a fact that God was
speakiﬁg. Sb when the king had had his armj.restored now and thelpeOPié standing
around were beginning to wonder if they weré wrong iﬁ_follqwing Jnroboam..and

if they should go back to théir allcgigﬁce'ﬁb the house bf Davi&. thelking
‘followed a very good r'max:'urn,T which yyﬁ. you %ometimes hear_today,."lf'you can't
destroy them, join them.". .His idea was p%bbably that, "Here is this man of God
P gifing these fprfible_declargﬁions against me. I will make a griend of

him. I will win him,'and'having won him as a friend, then his interest will be Hir

me instead of against me. " "It's exactly what Alexander VI when he offered

to make AR U Cardinal if 6n1y he wouid stop pr-aching g . EHe

wanits wanted torwin Bim fo. hibe side, and 1't'{s something that a0 long ms the: other
one is s*anding in general for waht is right:ratﬁar than wﬁat is wgong then it is

certainly the right policy to procede--to win their help and support rather than

to drive them away. So fhg king here when-i? ﬁé d@ne by = wicked ﬁan if, of

course, is =2 wicked policy. The k ng here of whom we have abundant evidence

_Lcontinued to be a wicked man and was not one to follow the Iord did_not here meke

any declaration to do away with this-worahipiof going to Jerusalem to worship as
we should. Instead &6 this he said, "Come with me and refr sh thyself and I will

sive thee 2 rewarda") o very plan to win the man of God .away ffom his allegiance

“to God to Wiz allegiance to the k ng: tike  him home, he will stand for him;

give him a reward; but no statement of any repentance or any turning away from the

ain of disobeying God. So the man ot God he?e had an ans]t answer, The man

‘didn't say, “Now it doesn't seem to me that would be wise. If I went with you

~and ate in your house, -that would increase my influence with the people. It would

lock as if I were compromising. I couldn't possibly do it unless you first turn
 gway from yoursin and dmstroy this altar." That was not the man of God's functi on -

to think mm things out and to reason accordihg to_what seemed right to him. He was
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