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the building. He would say, well, they have made a few insériptions and that's
ali those people did, so probabdbly hardly anybody there knew how to read or write.
Our paper is such poor guality that most of it would probably entirely d151ntegrate

within fifty years. ‘I‘he ancuent Egyptians used a far better grad.e of peaper.

Their'yxpax papyrus would 1ast for a few centuries, but it would not last until

this date unless it was buried or preserved in some special way. The ninty-nine
per cent of it a% least would complétely disappears'_However. thx some of the
k ngs of Egypt prepared very fine statements of all the things they had done for

certain Esyptian gods, and these statements they caused to be buried with them.

- There in the tomb these papyrus were preserved. and we have opened them up and

athe
found 1n certain cases whe%her ‘full accounts of certa;n feaxures of the events

of the reigns of these kings put down in order to show the great things they hawe

done for one of the Egyptian gods in order that he may show mercy to them in

paradise. That is practically all we have of the det eiled account of the history

of the kings, but it is clearly just an extract from the full records that were

preserved. Here in Israél_we have certain extracts?takeﬁ out to show the relation
of the%e kings; the history of the reiigion of Israel, to show their rélatéon

to God's prophets and.tolthe-declaration of God's will; and thé othér which

donrtless was carefuily annotated had not been_preserﬁed. Now the historian

here in writing his account at vdrse.zo has ceased his account of the twanty-two

years of the reign of Jeroboam, and lnstead of cont;nulng wltb this relgn, he

starts a new section describing Judsh for a distan e, gbing back to the beginning

of Jerobgam's_reign and describing_Judah. Xt There certainly ought to be a-

chapter division here at verse 21 where it tells us what Rehobosm did. Now we have

an account from here to the end of the chapter whichwe have put under number "31

the first two k ngs of Judah, small "2" the reign of Rehoboam. We have an

account here in these few verses here in Kings of the events in the reign of

~ Rehobeam. ZFrom the account here you do not get an impression of anything good

in Rehoboam's reign. You learn that he did ev4qil. He feignea seventeen years,
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