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.establishment of something a g&od;deal strdnger thgﬁ'wha& prééeded. So when
the people heard thaf Zimri had killed the kiﬁg; Omri, the captain of the army
Came.up and besieged Tirza where Zimri ﬁas, but fhen you read in verse.zl that v
' , the son of Diﬁab. wanted to become king and half the people followed
him and half followed Omri. So you have civil war. But K : was killed -
and Omri succeded &n establishing himself as king and this meént that Omri was
one of unﬁsual ability, ﬁnuéual knowledge, éﬁd unusual skill. Coﬁsequeﬁtly
Omri for a_time breaks-the tradition thét had béen:gétabliéhed of frequent
chﬁnées Yo e family thaﬁlwas feigninr. We réad in-I Kihgs 16:23 that Omri
began to reign énd reigned twelve years, six years he rezgned in Tirzsh. TYou
remember that Jproboam had founded Tirzah after he had left Shechem. The kiﬁgs
in between had founded Tirzah Six years Omri was 1n-T1rzah and then he
capital ; _
moved f=x his agﬁﬂ:éﬁLso you haye the third capital of the northern
kingdon. First, Shechem; next. Tirzah,\and now he gstablished and entirely
new city. The whoie_ reign of Omri ig described here in verses 23 to 285 six
verses describe the fuélve~yéar reign of Omri. From ﬁhe viewﬁoint of the |
pﬁrpose of the Bible, Omri isInot.pérticularly impor£aﬁt.~ The ciash between
him and the prophets. Thefe is no recﬁrd}givén herelo% any change eithef for thé
. good or for the bad in the_reiigibus life of thé pééple. ‘There is no.record'given
here of God's mak ng any promisé to Omri or makihg any curse upon Omri. There is
only six vgrseé dealing with Omri and very 1ittie séid_abdut him, It does say
it hw'xumi wronght evil in ﬁhé sight of the Lords and di d worse thah all bhat
werg.before him,-but it giveé us no detail about him._ Six verses with practicaﬂy
xgghing very little said in them about this-kiﬁg.Omri; From the Biblical view-
.POint.Pa is_not_a'very'important king, But:it_haé been susPeéted for some time
that wheErxax ffcm éuﬁoliﬁical‘énd frﬁm'a historical viewpoint.dﬁri is one of the
most importantlkiﬁgs who‘ever reigned. in the land of Israel. That is something
ti;at brings \'i'nto_ strong relief, I think, thai; the Bib-le is not a Yook &f his'for_y.

The Bible is \\Book which is a Book of religion. It is a Book of the relation

http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Fragments/50-OTHist-frag/README.htm

f God to His people and the preparation .of the: COming of ‘His Son.* The history
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