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o}f political and eco‘noz_nic__-eve:rits'and circmn‘s_tencés ism that is brought
in incidentally in the Bible as a background to the brue purposes of theBible.
Hheremer'it touches upon this, it &xax_givgs.a.tfue picﬁure'as it does wherever
it touches upon SEinen écien_ce of any kind. It is not a text book from which
we can Write_a geology br a biology ﬁr an'éstronomy or a history_in a political
sense. .Coﬁsequently'this.man who is perhaps ohé df.the-mOSt'important kings who
ever relgned in the northern kingdom is here pasaed over in a very hztzfx few
verses. From the newpomt of the relation of God to this people.ﬁmm the
resu].ts of what OmrJ. did were trememdously 1muorta.nt. but what he did itself i€
not part;.cul_a_.rh_r important in the ‘Biblical p_;ctur_e.' Why do we think that Omri

is one of the most important'-kings in the history of the kings of Israel? The

verse here hhat led us to that belief was Hua:!'y the fa.ct that thEx®x in Assyrian

records . the people '30\'% N across in.Mesopotamia. We find in later yeers
&herg is no reference_to 0mr1 in his life time)but_in 1atér years we find-refefring
to Omri'in éﬁch a way to.show-thﬁt they.considereﬁ him.as.qhé of the mosf-ippor~
tant of the kings, Anit as"the-founder of the kingdom of Israel, the second
founder of the Israelite monarch. We find _'_bhat they refer 't.o the 1a._nd. of Israel

gs the land of Omri yea}s-éftef the'reign_of Omri. _Wé find fhai.they refér-to

the kings of Israel as the houée of Oﬁri. We find that;they refer to Jem as k ng

of Israel about fifty years later as a son of Omri even though he was the man who

“had killed the descendents of Omri. The Assyrians___refer. to him as. a son of Omril |

In other words, they though‘i’of Omri as the xm  founder of the Israelite monarchy

: mﬂmﬁumxx to the extent tha.t any subsequent ki.ng wa.s called, the son of Omri.

That is a pretty great recogn_ltion for a _man_ s name to receivey far across ‘the

' _desért in Assyrié. It is_a’ﬁretty gooﬁ hint that Omri was a man who established

: things on a very firm‘foundation. Turther proof of this is that his dynasty lasted

longer than swyxx tha of ahy'previous time. He was suceeeded not by one

gﬁccessor_as_in the case of the previous k ngs but by three successors of his

~ own dynasty vefore the dynasty was putiﬁo_an end. For further evidence we find
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