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that the things that Omri did from a viewpoint of human.étrategy were extremely
statemanlike. In the first place Omri established a new capital. We don't know
where Tirzah was even. The site of it has not been_lodgied. But Omri found

- 1% : e
a place which was ideal for a city.--over the hill--Samaria. A hill there on

which as far as we knpw there waé no.prévioﬁs city. If thére ﬁas anything there
it was only & very few hbuses.-pefhaps'not éven that. Semaria has been @xsx
excayéted and anlike the other great &ities of ancient times Which'ﬁill have
perhaPs fifteen cities before the time.of Omri, this one seems to start righf

theref 1t is on fhe top of a great hill, a wondefful'location £oTXEx td defend.
In 721 it took the Assyriané three years of.seigﬁ befgre_they could conquerithe
city. The situation was a wonderful sifuation for protéction. It is a EEex

. beantiful place with an outléok all over that half of the northern k ngdom,
a place which has only a small spring on it and consequently was not suitable
for a C1ty in earller times. & new prin01ple had now been discovered which
makes it possible to havp a city there., It was a place whlch had xxx flat rocks
_on exXmxxxsikex several sides.gnd consequently with a good wall at the top of fhat
it would stay easy to defend and a very-comménding position. Later Samaria was

- several times as large as Jerusalem, a mudh,finer gity, a mﬁch richer'city, a
city which had control of a mucﬁ larger aréa. This was selectbd by Omri when
he built this.capiﬁal_city u?on it.  Now the rrason that Samaria was now

' possible for a city when before'in_earliér days no city had been built there was
that where there_waé only a small spring there,_bn'this time they had déscovered
the_principleyof suiyrg using cistefnsf- Gistérns may hsave been used before but
they were not.commdn.  In order to have a city jdu have tb héye a.water-éupply.
I £ you have a city'which can be defended you have to have a Waxér-supply inside
the czty. ﬁbw in Samarié a great number of cisterns were buiit Jerusalem
today depends gr for a large part 95-4;;1 1ts water _ snpply on czsterns. Most
of the houses of any 1mportance in Jerusalem have a good cistern under the housey
where_they catch the rain water and hold it. Then they use it for drinkime and

wathing{ later on thrdugh.tEEwyéa:,fgikz Sama:ia'ndw;had;tq depend to & wery large
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