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his kingdom énd to iécréase the wealth and pgﬁgf of hi#.dynasty by making an '
.alliance with the kingdoﬁ Qf-Tyre;' So Oﬁri made an arrangement with the
.kiﬂg of Tyré by which the king of Tyre sent hié daughter down to Sameria and there
she became the wife of the crown prince, the son of King:Omri. Laier on his
son'carried on the same poiic& and his @aughter,'the dgnghtef of thes princess':
beceme the wife.of'the king of the.sdﬁfhern kingdcﬁ. ﬁheiking offJudah. Thus
in this way Phoenicien culture, Phoenician civiliaation, Phoenician religion
bwgan to-pouf in in a great stream into the landlof Isrgel and from Israel
on down iﬁ-to_'Jﬁd_a.h eve'ntuglly.‘ Now this Phéenici:la.n culflur_q kax icx was in.
ﬁany ways far shead of .the wulttré of thex Israel._:Phéenicia had contact with
Egypt and w&ﬁh Greece and with regions beyond the sea. IThé‘hai a material
civiiization superior'to.fhat of Israel. They also had é sophistication and é g
general attitute tQWard 1ife which they consdidered immensely superidr'to what
they considered the backward culture of Israel. Xo the king - of the Sidonians
~was glad to m&ke.friéndship with this rather ﬁowérful kingdqm to the south and
Ito seﬁd his daughfer down there. She never ceased to feér that the land f om
which she came and its customs were far.superior to that of the land into which
She.haﬁ.gqne. Professor Amstaad of fhe University of Chicago in his history of
Palestiné an&_Syrig says that this woman aS'sﬁe Qés fhéfe ma;ried to the son
of Omri who became king qf Iérael.mustlhaﬁe felt @uch like a Christian matronlin.
the early days pf the Chriétian chufchUWOuld'hér# feit.married to a;Roman nobleg
anxioﬁs to win-him_fd her god an&.to'her religioﬂ‘and,anxious'td édvance what
ceemed to her a backwapd.typé of life and culture. That is the way it doubblens
looked to her. . So Pfoféssor A ' _ thinké very well of Queen.Jezé;el;
thinks very differently about her £ om the impression that we é._éé, in Sundasr |
Schodl'when we read abcgt.her. The fact of the matter bs, ﬁf_ccourse;'thax Jezebel

-

was indeed a tfue representative of Phoeﬁicia and of Tyre at this time'and_she
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was anxious to-Bring Israel in line with that which she had done in'hoenicia.
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