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in Qarqar. So historians consider that actually they defeated him or brought him
to a standstill. That was the end of his'weatward expansion'eﬁen though he

claimed to have victory over them. It is always customary to claim a gréat

victory 1if you can pogsibly'get awvay with it . The Assyriaﬁﬁ;?ﬂ~ k ngs alwayé
did so, but the histoﬁiqal-evidence seems té.point Quitg'clearlyjto this being

g standstill or a deféat for him. Thét WQuld.not.be sofimportant for ouf purpose's
eicept’ for this fact. | The battle of QarQar ca.n be dated quite definitely in the
annals of the kings of.Asayrié. So it gives us a poiﬁt iﬁ'our-Bibliéal_history

vihake wé i méke_a_fairly definite date. That..of;caurse,_is very useful for

the establiShment'Of the chronology.- If the Assyrian choronology is right (and
|

we have far more evzdence on it than we have on the Israellte chronology) it
|

eives place to whzch tB t;e the- Israelite ahronology. &&nﬁ

Now "b", the rel;gious situation. Date of QarQ%r, 854 B. C. TNow the
'religious.situatiqn we héye_alfeady ﬁentioned. It is égsituatioﬁ in which_you
have in_Isréﬁl fhe people 6rdered not to go to Judgh and worship at the tﬁﬁple at
Jerusalem, told that they_can worship God Just as well b& g§ing to the_shrines of
the gdlden caives in Bethel'and in Dan. 'That is what they are told. The great
overwhelming bulk of thepeople are at 1east nomlnally iuxaixka followers of
Jehovah. That is the established religion of the land and is the attltude of the
bﬁlk of the people whhre there is a tremendous amount of ind1fference among them,
Jezebel is there the wife of Ahab busily trying to win pebple Yo e teatisn
religion and she hgs aigfgéi_numbér 'of-very shle men.who aﬁe prigsts'of Baai
with her wﬁo are.acfiveiy propagandizing and.the-Baalﬁérship_before Ahgbls feign
has gbne on very long, while never officially recogni;ed-by the king, is winning
more amd more adherents. The king alw;ys:claiﬁs to have worshipeddaJehovah, but
the people know that if they want to get ahead of the king it is good to have
Jezehel ready to say a word in their favor and they know that if thpy want

Jezebel to faﬂor them, ;ﬁnls a_good thing to be,worshlgerg of Baal. -So the
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