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second of the four gr%at'periods of miracles in the Bible is that which came as

a result of thié freme&dqus Baal crisis. Sometiﬁes3you will hear people talk

as if &s soon as the kgngdom.ﬁivided. God immediately took_His mercy away from
the northern kingdom a%d left it entirely with the southern kingdom and =all good’
people went to the south and all bad people went to the north, and the north
wes all bad and the soﬁ'lth all good. It is true that there are fzisz far more
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goqd kings in the southern kingdom than in the northern. _Eikékni. all the northern
kings are evil, but Go? worked in the northern kingdom. _One of the greatest
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works He ever worked in any nation =zxywshrsm snywhere in the world, the divin
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intervention to put_aﬂ-end to this Baal worship was one of th;%ost outstanding

|
interpositions of God,&xxﬁx that the history of the world has ever seen. So I

wouldn't be surprised ||if you hzve more, certainly if you start in after the

end of fhe 014

cbn@uest-of Israel, fﬁoh that time on to the-
Teatament, at ioast t%o—fhirds of the supernarufal.acts:recﬁrded'would be in
connection with the déstrucﬁidn of.the'Baal_ﬁorship and.the saving of fh? worship
of God in the norther$ kingdom in Israel. Now ' this, of course,~ was doie beciuse

it was a great crisis. @God was_usiﬁg the pépplg of Israel as thepeople which

through whom Hb'was'giving His revelation to the world, through whom He was

bringing His divine t%acking to'thé world, #hnxnx through whom He was preparing

the way for thafcomin%“of'HiSISQn into the world. IThis”kxx was threatened by

the Ceming in of the ﬁéal worship. It was a crucial point in God's economy.
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consequently God pouﬁed out mimcles and signs.Brobably nearly half ofnthe entire

' 01d Tesﬁament, certaﬂnly-two-thirds of those aftér the conquest f om that point

to the ehd of the 01d Teatament are in connection with this one great.crisis, khe
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crisis of the Baal ership. It is important then that we realize what this Baa
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wa}ship was and how %mpo:tant it wasiinrthe history of the northern andniﬁéthe ’
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southern kingdoms of Israel. How necessary it was that a stop be put to its
tremendous -progresslbefore it secured tremendous progress into the land.
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