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the writings of the Jews after the time of the writing of the Bible. He did
tpink he hai discovered some works of mystic wisdom in some of these writings.
averted Jew in Cermany called John Fethercorn, wio wrecte a series

3ut there was a CO

of pamphlets shortly ~fter 1500 in which he attacked the Jews. Ee said they

sheHId be forbidden to lend money for interest. They should be compelled to hear

1

sermons every Sundey . and they s ould be required to turn over &ll the Hebrew

“ooks to be burned except the Old Testement, Fethercora began writing =nd urging
that this be uone and he asked Reuchlin to give his assistsnce towards this.

In 1510 Reuchlin wrote a memorial epposing the project anu claiming that there was
ereat yalue in much Hebrew litera™re even outside of the 01ld Tes*ament, later
than the 01ld Testament. When Reucklin wrote this, the Dominicans in Cologne

teld by thier inguisitor made this £xx a grounc for a chsrge of heresy and brought
a charge of heresy against this very elderly and very humsnist professor in the
univprsity here, John Reuchlin, kiown all over Europe, =znd founder of modern
Hebrew sutdy. Reuchlin then apyesled to Romé. The trial lasted fér six years
and it excited the interest of all Burope. There was tremendous interest taken.

é&l the monks and people of that type were en the side of the inguisitors and

goningt Reuchlin, and all the humanists except one, =z professor in Cologue, took

the gide of Reuchlin. So many of them wrote letters to Reuchlin expressing their

admiration end in 1514 he published two volumes. We didn't rention pringing which
occurred about 3ixty years before this time. By this time it isn't jsut a msatter

of being iavented it is 1¥%X its wide use. By this time the large publishing

hous~s were distriduting books all over Burope. Reuchlin issued these letters of

eminent men. 3u letters of eminient men Bk meant the letters he had received from
the promiment men from all over quupe t&lling him wha*t confideace they hald in him.
They knew he was not 'a heretic. They knew that’}his attack upon him was

groundless esnd criticized the monks and f”“:;: ?-L the great skcolarship of

Reuchl in. So he published these letters as a help to his defense in this attack

against him. Another humanist, a man who hzted the monks terrifically, sreing
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