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it-reminded.me very'viaiﬂfly.of the main.?orge.of the Caiorado.river'in tﬁe:-
Grand Canyon during hlgh water. Looklng at this dlrty rushlng water ut was not hardhto_
: understand how it should come about that Naaman, the Syrlan general should have protestbd.
against dipping hlmself seven tlmas in the gordan to cnre hlmself of leprosy and hava -
thought that Abana and Barphar the heautlful rrvers of Damascus Wwere Better.__'r7r.r rfj

The éordan pours about six millzon tons of gresh water 1nto the Bead Bea. Just above

the daad sea tne vallev wzdens oout to ahplaln fourteen mlles across. The plaln of

Jerlcho here it is hot all tha year around and very hot in. the summer tlme. The

valley is very fertlle whare any water come on 1t Where there is no water It 13

i = | parched and dry and ent;rely W1thout vegetaﬁlon o A short distance north of Jerlcho I

remember r1d1ng on horsebackone evenlng through a part whare soma small steams came

down from the eastern slopes as a result the hlgh grovth was so thlck that I could
scarcelv see the narrow path through it, hwlle tha hlgh buahes came up abova my knees

_uw;w;n;a;aﬂhn thourh Towase 31tt1ng on- the back of tha horse and at times when very lzttla of |

- T —
the horse was visibile agove the undergrowth. ‘The next m&rnlng I rode through a
2 section where there was no Water coming down from the mountanns ans the ground was as
hard and as dry aanthe pavement. | |

The Jordan 'riwée'r onds in "t'he'zjead"sea,"it'_bhans' its six mi'llion t.'on's' of-?ffi-e'sh _

" water 1nto this sea every day but: nothlng ever flowa out Tha Dead Sea is forty seven .
and a half miles 1ong and ten rlles wﬁée“in 1ts w;dest place, surrounded by bleak-_.ﬁr
rocky, barren mountalna Wlth tha ‘sun ba1z1ng down upon 1ts shore, 1ts blue waters
glve the 1mpr3351on of wonderful coolness and confort, and making a most pleasant

| '_1n the_iandaaape,-nor doas.thzs 1§ thls impresalan provengfa;se.a:
when bna staps:into tha.nafér-for-it is ﬁerj-caoriand-plaasant, in bacomea:nnbiaaaanﬁ
only when one tries to swzm rapldly in it and splaahes some of tha watar irto his eyes.
when 1 did so I fownd them smartlng_most unbearably._The water holdsin solution about . -
twenty fiﬂe rper cent of .f _ : ; ccompased prlnclpally of salt, chloride magnes;um

.ard chlorlde eP ca151um . It is bztter to the taste, 1ts der51ty is so great that

231 felt that I sand 1ntmt onlj a llttle deaper than my dlaphram while 1f I 1ay on my
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back it saamed as 1fAfu11y half of my body was_above thw water.
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