PALESTINE NOTES (ca. 1960) by Allan A: MacRae III

 https/Awww.macraelib.ibri.org/Fragments/60-PalestineNotes/README. htm

Theee two territories make up the plateua country eaet of the Jordan.
Perhaps ‘the most fertile part of Palestine. It is sasy to understand

why the tribes of Reuben and Gad and the half-trlbe of Manaseeh should
have asked permission to eettle 1n the plateaun country east of the Jordan -

instead of am or0831ng over into Canaan. They were given permiesion,\

on the condition that they orossed over with the others and helped to

conquer the land o’ Canaan. Moses was not permitted to enter into the
promised.land. He climbed Mt. Nebo and from thnat p01nt he could see
practically the entire 1and of Canaan,

| After the death of Mosee the Israelites croseed the River Jordan..

Thle croeslng of the Jordan was in itselé 2 matter of no little diffioulty..

_'To_bringx such a 1arge nation aorose this_rapid stream would have been

quite a taeki- But.we read that the way wae‘opened'for'them to oroee the

river,: The Scrlpture tells ®m us that the watere were- damned up at Adam,

the oity that~1s_beside Z-(Joshua 3-16). This ie eeveral m11es north of thf

[ ]

place where the Ieraelites crossed. The modern name is E. It is in a wide

flat plaln euch as the region around ﬁerioo where there is a plaln about 14

:_ miles in width with the JordaneRiver runnlng down the middle of it, but a
-muoheﬁarrower falley, possibly 32 miles wide in the'middle of which the rive
flows,in a windtﬁg channel'whioh ie itself a gorge of.conside“able depth.
'The water here cuts into the sand banks at the 31de and it is easy to 1m-_
-agine its cutting tnto it far enough 80 that the whole bank caves in at

- one point, damning up the channel through wh;ch_the water.had flowed.and -

making it_heoeseary for the water to force a new channel before it could
flow on to the Bead Sea and the result ie_that the reiver below the place
whére the cave in occurred would speedily run dry and would be dry for

severéi hours until the river had forced a new’ohaﬁnel and again resumed

its couree."Thue the Israelites were enabled to cross over without diffi-

oulty and to eetablish a oamp on the weetern side of the Jordan.

Having eetablished thelr camp west of the Jordan the next necea--f

: ‘.

sity was the taking of the strong oitles Whlch barred the way up into the
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