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Far different was the attitude taken by the British schb;ars who
introduced his views into Gzeat Britain while'declaring their own per-
gonal loyalty to the New Testamant and to the supernatural teachings of
Scripture and thus gaining a haaring for the uellhqusan theory that the -
Christian peopla of Britain and America might otherwise have refused to
give it., Three facts about the Wallhauaen theory deserva our special
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llhl) The theory leaves n§ roqm“for-divihq;revelatian._ ﬁallhaugép
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claimed that by_rearranginguthg'miterialp;in'the,Pentg;eugh he could-

~ show how the religion of Israel had dayg@@pgdmﬁfqm5vagy-primitiwe ideas

into mnre.gbstract,beliafg_gnduhok.simpla acts of worship had been
changed into. a highly 1nvolved'ay§tém of ritual.
'2) Wellhausen_exp;iéitiy declared that we can learn nothing from

the Peantateuch about the hiatory 6f the timas'of,the_Patriarchs, but only

about ideas, customs and rituals that came into being many centuries later.

He said: "Certainly there is ha:e 1o popsibility of gﬁiniﬁg historical
knowledge of the patriarghs; but'only of the time wheﬁ_thé_stories abbut.
them arose among the Iaraaligg-pgéple; the inner ﬁnd'outg: features of
this later égé are hqte ugintentibually projected into rembte antiquity....
Abraham is certainly not thé-hama of a people, as aré\Isagc and Lot; h§

ie in aﬁy case rathgr_indis;inct;.of cou?sg-he_is not to be considered as
a historical person; he might fanﬁer be'thought:of as a free craatiqn of
unconscious art. He was ptﬁbaﬁly?the youngést figure iﬁithis group and

ot
was not put before his son Isaac until a comparatively late period."
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