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great wide area,of taking the whcle of the of the higher criticism =nd saying this verse

is from this time and that verse is from another time. and so on. We have seen how it
works out that way in the bock of Isaiah and it logically bregks up nct enly the first

but the second book and so on, sc th=t soon you only a few verses ifrom one time, and =

few from znother time and of course instead of he¥ing a book that has a unity, a book in
which God has given us his ideas and it is up to us to try to see whot the ideals are and
what God has laid out there for us tc assimilate.Instead of that we are breaking it up

and saying this comes from this pericd and this comes from tris period snd saying this is
God's Word to ycu. It ia cne of these pictures that are all cut up and you try to figuie
cut what to fit together and you take it 3ll out cf context and whenh;ou get through it is
your idea which cre interesti g but you have no autheoratative Scripture which is God's

Word to you and the natural result of this methdd of approach of course is the position
which ycu nicely find expressed in Phifferm--right after the section I assigned you. Don't
be mislead that D. is still called the Servant of the Lord--he is still discussing the date
of Isaiah from ch. 4-€6. You may qu stion if altogether if that belonss all under thsot
heading or not. But in the next section which he calls the Siyle otf Isaiah from 40-55

he tells something about the interpretation and it is very interesting. Conseguently

tre dilenina posed by critics, the work or unitx of anthology ¢f separate poems is mesningless.
Now that is = strong statement is it not. We have been discussing all this time whether

or not Issish ie 2 unit. He is now discussing 40—22 and he is saying whether it is a2

unit or not doesn't matter--well, why does it not. In his rushing flow of words, in his
pasBionate outburst g few identical great thoughts and words resgppear constantly without
rational order . they are like stars thzat shine intermittely through the clonds that shinc
~rlown by the wind. Isa. 40-55 is neither a literary unit lilke the beok of Job nor an
anthology like Lamentations --it is =2 passive and incoherent raphsody in which emotionel
mgods and the domineat thoughts and the prevalent style furnish the only cond uniting

the disconnected poems into a whole, Jjust as rocks and earth are joined togetner in an
avzlanche precipitating down 2n alpine slope, like the momentum which would throw thne
materials ot en avalanche into xxmxxmx chaotic contusion so utne entnusiasm prevents g
logical ana ocerly iresentation ot ideas, =slinougn tnere is oceasicuoliy zn appeal to

resson by means of dialetic argument. He quotes 1rom --a deluge of declarations is poured cut.
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