; http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Lectures.htm

_ 2
every day, and al%nstimtion of prophesyings at which people would
come together to/giﬂﬁ'i one another the resnls'of their study of the Word
_.of God.
. Calvin was nevercnne to feel that words of the Bible taken out of
their context had any na or supernatural si‘@%cc. He felt that
the Bible was a reasonable book to be interpreted &ccording to intelligent
principles; therefore, he was much 1ﬁterestcd {-g-the-bmk'g;!'euﬂ..in the
historical background of each section with which he dealt. He pays par-

ticular attention to the e at which a book was written and to the

political situation ynotes 1ts relation to the reigning monarch.
- Calvin felt. that it was necessary to give much attention to the
exact meaning of words and phrases, Neither the Latin nor the Franch
Bible was to him inspired. It was the Bible in theceriginal Hebrew and
Greelk, which was the true Word of God. Tramnslations might be helpful
in order to cover larger sections for rapi..d study than éoﬁld be done in
the original, yet for careful and exact interpretation it was necessary
that the exact words of the original be carefully studied. Frequently,
Calvin brings to us interesting pointé which he derives from his careful
study of the original langnages, and a 3tfiking feature of his work on
the minor prophets is the inclusion of a new translation which he made of
each of these twelve books. .
Calvin would have agreed with the statement tha.t”a. -text without a
context is only a protext.ﬂ Ho-goes-Sthreugh In his commentaries he
- goes throu@ books step by step and verse by verse, noting the relgtion
of the sections to each other, It is only thus that we can truly learn |
the meaning of the Word of God.
Another _
_ Ons refreshing feature of the work of Calvin i1s his insistence that we
should stand upon a solid foundation and should not draw fanciful end Super-

ficial interpretations from the Scripture. He stresses thwet the importance
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