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1. Lectuire No. 5.

We hnave gketched very briefly the principal evenfs in
the opening up of the remains of ancient B=bylonia and Assvris,
I have tried to point out the two movements there. The movement

of exploration in archaeology and the separate movement of decipher-

ment of the inscriptions and told how these movements proceeded for

a time side by side, each of them contributins to and helping with

the other. Without either one of these movements, the other would

‘.Ib..‘, .....
have been of compsrnatively little importesnce. It took differ nt men'

on the vhole to work out eadh of these, because the nﬁ%ure'of the work

was quite different. It is rare in fact that the ssme men i
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good philologist znd 3lso = good excavator.

Q

I was especially anzious to show how much of 2 sensation
h=od been produced by the sudden reopening of our knowledge of this
ﬁnéient world and tO'gi?e an impression of how it was the work of
meny @ifferent hands laboriously piecing together different bits of
knowledge 2and of hypothesis that finally resulted in the establish-
ing of our knowledge on a solid footing. :

. Since the end of the expeditions of which I spoke, there
have been others going ?o Mesopotamia iﬁ increaéing number and meny
gcholars in differant parts of the world have busied themselves with
studying.the langunge and the materials gesined from the trahslation
of the various documents. As a result, tod%& we are able to put
together a fairly compkaté history of this ancient world.

Before pointing out its important contacts with biblical
history, it is advisable that we get a good idea of this history as
a whole =2nd that we form some impression of itsmost important
periods ~nd the aspects of each.

When recorded history as far 28 it is yet known in Meso-

potamia begins, we find two races there, the Semités and another race

called the Sumer ians. At that time, the Sumerisns were the dcmi n
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