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Amorités or Tastern Canaanites. They véry sodn obtained supremacy
in a city known as Babylon and then began to extend their influence
over the rest of Hesopotamia; Theéf%th king of this first dynasty

of Babylon is called Hammmrani, conquered all of Babylonla and ex-f

tended his condrol as far west as the Mediterranean. He

the laws of Babylon and inscribed them on a stone pillar.

Not so very long ago, there were those who maintained that
the laws of the Peﬁtateuch could not possibly have 0riginated 2.8
early as the time of Moses. Here We.have a code_of laws which are
similar to them in many respects which were written some centuries
before the time of Moses and whid in'turn presﬁnposed 3 legal develop-
ment +hat must have gone on for a 1ony time before.'

Babylon soon came to be the generally recopnized leader of
the cities of Mesopotamma. The Babylonians had taken over the T o«
ligion oP the Sumeriﬂna,'almoqt'Without'chﬁnge. Now, many of ife
features were attrlbuted to Marduk, the G‘od of Babylon who was made.
to become the leader ~monv the many =zods whom the Semites had tqkbﬁj
over f*‘nm thé -Sumeriam_.

The'dnitufe'and commerce of Babylon gave it 8 lancuage 2nd

g prestige which continued even during the many periods when the

city was politically of 1ittlé importance. The influsnce which

Babylon csme to exert upon the whole ancient world, can only be com-
pared to the.position which Rome came_toihdld.through the Hiddlg
Ages. :

About] 750 B.Ca, the mountain peoples who always threntened
the Sﬂfety of N@ﬁnnotﬁmla, gucceeded in conruerlnv the 1and. Before
uhe rige of Bﬂbylon to power, some Sumerlans from Soutnern lesopotamia
had formed 2 colony in the fpr north,and nqmed their new cities

Ashur and Nineveh. dhen the mountpln folks conquered ﬂﬁbylon and

-“outhern-ﬂesopotamia these nerthern p'oples-who ¢elled themselves
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