5 _ Leeture No. 5.

Assyrians, who had slways had to mointain » constant warlike at-
titude in order t6 protect themselves from the mountain peoples in
their district, declared their indenendence and refused to.submit to
.the overlordship of the conguererors of BQbylonla.

One of their kings succeeded in congquering Babylon and

holding it for seven years. Another king, Tiglath-Pileser I., ex-

-

tended Assyrian power far to the wesﬁ and to the north. After his
reign, the Assyrian power declincd.

When Rﬁbyloniq succeeded in freelng 1tself from the moun-
tain peoples it was in a state of waskness and for about 450 years,
though often independent, was of little political importance. Thus

.we notice a time of general depression and weakness in Mesopotamia
at about 1000 B.C. Assyria and Babylonia were both at their lowest
ebb, Egth alsb was at a very low point at this fime. .

It was the strategic time of all timé fbr_the rigse of the
great power of the empire of Solomga. ‘No more fitting time could
have been found for the estéblishment.of a strong empire at Paies-
tine éhan thislvery period to which the Bible asceribes David and
Solomon as having established the glory of their kingdom.

It is extremely interesting now that we know the great
events of ancient Oriental history,_to-séa how thé biblical events
fit into its framework and background. Up to this tire we have com-
paratively few contacﬁs between the 0ld Testament and the history

. of Mesopotamia., There are many points here and there at which inte -
esting connectibns may be traced, but théy are hardly to be compared
with the greét overshadowing importance which Mesopbtamia soon came

to have in the period following.
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We have noticed events that produced a strong military:

race ln Assyria, far north of Babylonia. The next four hundred

yeara w1tness the rise of this power_to.domlnatlon. ThE*férat:'rgap”'
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