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‘¢ipal features in order to mnke-iﬁ-po&ﬁ.ble to understand the difference

relationship to the Bible,

‘pletely from sight. Now it has been definitely'located‘ip southern

. 18 interesting to notice that at the time of Abraham the 1ife of Ur wae

:at its higheat ooint. The city inherited at that time, the trad1t1ona :

4

We have sketched ronidly the outstan ding features of the
history of Mesopotemia. I have tried to give » vivid iden of its prin-

of the situstion in the different main periods,_as we discuss their

Ag 1 heve clready stmted,.the amparison of the eﬁrly 1egends
of the;Sﬁme?iaﬁs and Babyioﬁians Lo the eaflieet pa?ﬁ of Genesis,.we'
will leavé for = l2ter time. Afterlthésg, Quf first reference to Mesgo-
potamia in the Bible {é in the introduction of Abf@h;m} ﬁhare it is
St“ued thﬁb he came out of Ur of the Phaldees and went north to Haran

1n-northwestevn_Mesop0uam1a. For many cenfuries, Ur disaﬂpeqrea com=

ngyionia.'Originally it was a port on the-Pe.'l N Gulf, fhoa gh today

its ruins are about 155 mlles inlnnd on qdcount of the sedlment that

has been deposited by the river during the last_four thousand-vears.

\ An expedltlon by the Unlver31ty of PennstVinc and the Brit-

ish mu s eum has been excavatzng in Ur now for almost ten years., Many

lnterestzng thlnFS dealing with the history of thls 1mpo ‘tant city

. have-been dzacovered. We will not h%ve time to touch on many of these,

but onlysto n01nt out some of the contacts‘wzth the blb11031 history.-*it1y %

o

of an ancient and hiahly organized civilization. Its hnuses show a

-ccmfort and a luxury far superio#'to that which was faund in Babylcn .
gin the priVate"housea L the much”&'ter time of Nebuchadrezz&?. They .
seem to have :  tw0 stor&” :” a central _court into which _“' ;

i

moat'af:the_rb@ms_epened.- Some houaes eontained as many as thirteen or
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