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Lecture No. 6.

2d Kings 8 describes how Hazael murdered the meak king

énd placed himselfﬁu@on his throme. The event is recorded in the
words of Shalmanggir that "Hazael, son:of é nobod&, seized the thron
After:fhese_events there was a.period of about half s
century as we hq#e notiped in which Assyria fested before gathering;
its forces for its unbroken series of great conquests. '
. Before noticing the further contacts beﬁween the biblical
account and the Assﬁtian inscriptions! we_éhould notice a stone
which was found near Palestine in the 1and of Moab and vhich has to
do With this period. 1In 1868, a German missionary; Rev. A. Klein,
discovered a stone.in the regioh east of the Dead Sea,_which,ﬁas
the kingdom of Moab in ancient times, with some aﬁcient characters
en it. 1% ﬁas of bluish black basalt, two fi. wide,‘nearly e
high =nd Iourteen and one-half inches thick and rounded both at the
top and bottom, On one side could be seen an inscription of thirty-
four lines in old Nebrew characters. Mr. Klein tried to purchase
thig stone from the natives for the Berlin Muséum.and after about
a year, succeeded in making an arrangement to_secu?e igrfor abéut

5400.00; The French residents at Jerusalem heard of the matter and
¥ i L%

decided thot it would be 2 good thing to have in the Louvre in
Paris, so Clermont=Gannesu, the ¥rench consul st Je?ﬁsqlem hﬂd 2
paper imﬁreésion made of'thé stone and offeved the notives moré than
ﬁlSOO.CG-Fof it. This offer led the Arabs to believe that it muet
contain fabuious-powers,nnd the Governcr of ﬂablus-demanded it for
himself. Fear of 1osiﬁg it, led the qatives.to build a fire under

it and rhen_it becameﬁhot, to pour cold wabkeéer upon ity so that it
gracxed into Fregmenté which they distributed amorg themsclves as am-
ulets snd eharms. Fortunately, Qlermont-Ganneau sugceeded Zome time
lster in recovering about two-thirds of thé broken pieces and in

piecing them together andrfilling the gnps by means of the}paQEr
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