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31 ' Legture Ko; 6 .

'reborded in the annals show that Sennacherib,the father of Esarhaddon,

ically supreme and supported Shamash_shum-ukin in rebellion agalnstFt

_ ing countries and even kings far to the west were perauaded to Joﬁ

took him captive and the Assyrian records do not deseribe the
particular incident. Esarhaddon says "1 overthrew thé kings of

the Hittite country and those beyond the sea, Baal, king of Tyre,

Manasseb, king of Juda,’ etc.....’
It may easily be that thig statement of Esarhaddcn's-refers_7

5

to having taken Manasseh captive and carried him a prisoner. Events

had been very hostlle to Babylon. Egarhaddon, on the contrary, was
greatly nttached to the famous old city, which 11ked to regard itself
a8 equal, if not ‘superior, to Nineveh in every way. He entirely
reversed the attitude of his Ta her and lavished attentions upon Baby-
lon. He had himself crowned king of Babylon, in addition to heing
king.of Nineveh, It would be very natural for him to take Manasseh
captive to Babylon instead of to Nineveh. On the other hand, it is
entirely possible that it was Essurbanipal who took Manasseh captive."
In ‘hat case, the situation is easily explained from the incidents
of Assurbanipal's reign.

| Before Esarhaddon‘s:death,_he'EStaﬁlished Assurbanipal as
king of Nineveh and successor in the supreme command of the ﬁésyrian
Empire. But he hade a very unfortunate arrangement By placing another
son, Shamash-shum-ukin as king of Babylon and sﬁbject only fo Assur- |
banipal. Tor a number of years this arrangement seemed to work, but
Shamash;shum-ukin soon ceme to deétfe_to be supreme himself. The.
people of Babylon who regardedltheir éity as the leading city of the
world and Nineveh as only a mllitary upstart, very inferior in culture °

and prestige to Babylon, deszred to Pstabllsh Babylon as 2also polit—_  

his brother, Careful plane were 1aid. The kings of all the néighb“

L3

in the revolt. Ig.taek-a“n5 bex.9§~y&ar' ﬁar?Aaa Lba i”ai.
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