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Chapel Talk 4/19/55 Wheat and Tares -4

that is not what the parable says.
The church is im the world until the end of this age. God has placed us in
the uorld,-nﬁd does not desire us to leave it. #ith

Although the church is in the world, it is distinct from the world. What is

~ the church? .In the fullest sense the church is the church invisible. It consists
tf; Léf those who sincerely believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour. Of course,
_none ofﬂthese are tares. So the chﬁrch invisible is completely separate from
 “‘a£h£ tares, because the true church is ma&e.up entirely of true believers. To say

i.;tha: vhea: and tares grow together in the church invisible would be utter nonsense.

from the visible church
How how about the visiblg church? Should we try to root out/everyone of

“ * “whom we are not onme hundred percent sure thnt he is saved] and is therefore a true
“fchild of God? That would be utterly absurd. We cannot be sure emough in our

‘ ';"judgnent. It is not God's will that we make such an attempt.

- However, it is God's will that we have a church in which the influences are

' . l: -uch as will be conducive to the building up of Christian life. It is His will
~. thg: we have a church which is an instrument for the advancement of His work. It
T P not His will that open denial of His truth be permitted in His visible church.

‘ :That 18 just ordinary common sense. There is abundant Scriptural evidence for it, but

ijiglyhoyld be recognized by ordinary common sense.

2 If brewers organized an association to persuade people to buy liqubr, so0 as

“to increase their business, and then found that their assoclation included a few

"-”people aho were constantly taking about the evils of drinking liquor, you can be sure

they uould remove such people from their association. It would be only common sense
to do so. The visible church is put into the world by God for the purpose of
advancing His truth. Many parts of it are now inm a siﬁuation which is utterly
ridiculons, for they have in their nemberahip and even in their leadership men

who are seeking to tear down thg yery thing 1t ‘was established to build up, and

.....

to make it go in the opposita dirac:ion to that which is comnanded in God's Word.
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To seek to nnintain the purity of the visible church is merely ordinary common sense,

and is very clearly taught in the Scripture. To seek to attain absolute purity in
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