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And so we ord«in tonight = Bible Presbyterian minister -- to be «
minister, tO-présent the Word of God and to shdw people how they cun be
saved; to be a Presbyteriun minister, not some new group or cult but a
carrying on .of the tradition reaching bick to the duys of the apostles,
the tradition of the teachings of the Word of Goa (??), that tradition
which finds & continuous existence_at leést through the last 400 yeurs
through thecfolloﬁers ovaohn Calvin-and.df John Knox ana of others. |
But, not onlj that, bus « Bible Presbyterigp minister -- one who will stress
the fact that our méSSage_is from the Word; one who will stand upon this
positively; ¢rg who will speak out in nb'uncertain terms aguainst those who
will lead the péople of God astray; one who will gathér the sheep without u
shepherd, «nd lead them besiae the still waters, in the strength that God
gives and in uccordance with the instructions that His Word contains.

Now, letis_take just one'secqnd to look at-the passxge with which we
started, wnd see how these thoughts are all c0ntained in it: Ephesians
4:11-15, "He guve" -- Presbyteriacnisem stresses the sovereignty of God; we
don't make a minister; we set one apart that God has set apurt for the
purpose. "He gave ......" Why? "For the perfecting of the saints, for
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body." We don't establish
& minister simply to say things in @ vacuum, we establish him to reach peo-
ple, to get to people!'s iiVes, «nd to §each theiﬁ heurts and minds and
show them_how their lives muy be made worthwhile,.by'following the teachings
o the Book..that God has given. "Till wé all come in the unity 6f the f.ith
and of thé xnowledge of the 8Son of God unto « perfect man, unto the méasure
of.thé stature of the fulness of Christ." §heep without « shepherd He wunts
to.turn rrom darkness unto_light and thén to grow in grace, to come to this
unity, to grow into the stature of the.fulnéss of Christ, "that we henceforth
be no more children ... of doctfine" - thére's your sheep without a shepherd
cﬁfr ed «bout by the slight of man and curning craffiness whereby they lie

in wait to @eceive, Some people say, It is bitter to take theldttitude of
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