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o:laf midnight or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly
do not let him find you sleeping. What I say to pou I Qhﬁigo ;veryone, Watch.
This does not mehn, of course, there is anything wrong inﬁsléeping. It does
mean we shquid be'alert constantly. That ww should not be sleeping at times

when we should be effectively serving the Lord. I believe the note of

_gffectiﬁely serving the Lord is very important in these passages. The

command to watch 18 not a command to be looking for the signs of the times

trying to figufe out how soon the Lord will come. After all we hmse no way

to know. He séys it will be #n such an hour as we'dd not expect him that

the Lord will comé._'ﬁuﬁ ;ﬁ Mat. 24:45 helﬁaYS, Whé then is a faithful and
wise servanﬁ whoﬁiqu‘#éétqf has put in charge of the servapts;in the house-
hold to give them tﬁéir fobd'aF fhe proper time. It would be;good for that
servant uhosg qaste;_f#nds_hiﬁ d61ng so.'_Ificod has cglled_you tﬁtbe His
servant, ;o'preéeﬁtfﬁié Hord_tééﬂia\paop1g§ willlﬂg find yéu faifhfully study-
ing the Wbtd“snd giviﬁg ouﬁ the truth to Hié peqple or will Hm ydu consider
the work.of the_miuistry as.only a profesaipﬁ in which you do ;hings at
ceftain'ﬁimeé But you are not constantly on the watch for opportunities to feed
God's people with the_knoﬁiedgqibf’ﬁis Word. ' |

It is interesting that in th;s'éhapter in Mark we find 3 verses that

stress this ideg:' Verse 32, "No one knowq about that day or hqur not even

the' angels in heaven nor the Son, but only the Father. " Verse 83 35, "There-

fgr§ keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will’

“ﬁdmé'back; whether in the evening or at midnigh;;iﬁhen the rooster crows
“or at davn." And verse 36, "If he comes suddenly do not let him find you

‘sleeping. What I say to you I say to everyone, Watch.”

" Now there are peépié wﬁo.say these many commands to be watching(because
we do not know when the Son of Man is coming) are commands that apply-énly
to thé_}agtﬁééherq;iop Bgfpre the Lord comes. [How does one know whether oe
not_hé'ié living in'ﬁﬁQijast generation?] It is of course trug_thaﬁ Fhé'_
dis;iﬁies immediately after the ascension knew that He would not come.
immediately at that time. Déspite the stress that was laid in these s#gtge'
ments about being ready and.waﬁéhing they know that the Word oé God was
supposed to be preached 1ﬁ ﬁhny parts of the wqud. They_ﬁnew that they had |
a mission to perform.3 They knew that it was mostly likely that John 21 was

correctly interpreted dg a prediction of how Peter_wéuld'gie. They were told
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