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of Jonah was actually encompassed in the metropolitan arca of

ancient Ninevah! There he found the palaces of the great kings

of this nation. which terrorized most of the ancient near Last

for many centuries. bBest of all there was found the Hidh¥gy Libmary
library of the last of its great kings, the king Ashurbanipal. A
library for which this king had sccuréd copies of most of the great
literaéuré of the Assyrian and Babylonian empire. The city of Kinovah
was;bvercome by its cnemies in 612 B.C. Much of it was burned, and
other parts were destroved. Within a few centuries the sands of the
desert had covered the ruins, to so great an extent that in c.

400 B.C. when the Grecks under Xenophon in thelr Anabasis passed
through the area where Ninevah had been, there is no evidence that
anyone cven remenbered the great city that had once been there.

The o city disappearad and only the statements in the Bible precerved
the memery of itslgreatness.

As 1 Pete 1324-25 declares, All flesh is as grass, and all
the glory of man as the flower of grass; the grass withers and the
flovier Talls away, but the Word of the Lord endures foroever.'Fore
tuantrely for us the Assyrians did not have access to a simple
source of paper like a papyrus, that was available to the ancient
Egyptians. Consequently they developed a very interesting systen
of putting thier records on lumps of clay about the size of a cake
of ivory socape. The writing was done with a stylus that looked some=
what like a small screw-driver. This was pressed into the clav a
little more heavily on one end than on the other, so as to make a
series of wedqe=-shaped mnarkse Therefore we call this writing,
wedge-shaped, or cuneiform. Hundreds of thousands of thesc tablets
have been excavated. Many of them have been taken to the museums of
the western world. Scholars have studied them and have learned to

read the languages of the ancient Assyrians and Babylonians. lany



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Lectures.htm


