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OUR HFRITAGE OF PRUSBYTERIZNISH, by Tr. /1len 4. Maclae 12w

through which unsound doctrine bogine to come into churches and into denominntions.
¥ thinl hack about 200 wears and we think of thst rreat missionary to the Indians

hore, tho son«inelaw of Jonsthan Fdwards, Tavid Brainerd. David Prainerd wes expelled
from Yale University for showinz too much enthusiasm about religlon. He was expelled
froe the Univarsity sl unsble to finiah his eourse on account of it. But David Brainerd
wag one who loved the Scripture, he was onse who loved Jesus Christ the Saviour and wanted
to present him to the Indians. David Orainerd soon got in touch with an a.gancy“that was
interested in promoting work among the Indlians. This was a Scottish agency, o ﬂm
soclety for tie propagation of Croristianity, an independent agency, an agency made wp
of Scottish Christians who, in thelr doetrinal, ecclesiastical relationshipy belonged
to the presbytery there but who had formed an association for the purpese of carrying
on missionary worke /nd whon David Drainerd applied to these men and asked 1if he could
be supported by them ag their representative to cerry on mlasionary work zmons the
Tndlans, thoy sodd to him, "o would like vou first to be ordained, so that we hove a
certification of the correctness of vour dootrine and your understanding of Seriptural
thinzse” Thoy didn't my‘:eoma over to Scotlardi and zpresr before one of our presbyteries.”
They satd, "o before one of the preshyteries in ‘morica {4t was not yet United States)
and hove them examine von and if they will ordain vou then we will eonsider takinz vou
on under cur sunport.,” fnd so David Breinerd went before the preshytery, wes examined,
found to bho entirvely sound in his dootrine, was ordained by them and then became a
ropresentative of the Secottish indepondent agency. /nd hers we as a Bible Proshyterisn
Thurch are more in line with irue historic Prestyterianism than have been some of our
great denominations in this country, 21l of which in theds early days did their mis-
sionary work throush indeprendent agenciea '&dzwhich in the course of the l-st hundred
years gradually developed 51::15.?1«1:' asgembly controlled agarfcias through which to do

hedr work and these wore instruments which diverted $e—eour attention from their main
funetion of maintaindng sound doetrine ond had much to do with making it easy for apos-
tasy to come into those organizations. |

Yow when it comes tc the natter of forms cnd ceremonies again Presbyterianism is

madn line Christisnity. It is not like many of our churches utterly informal in ways
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