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OUR HERITAGE OF SRESOYTFRIANISM, bty Dr. Allan £, MacRae «13-

to present the Cospel. We praise the Lond when the Cospel ia presented, howevor it
is done. But we stand for a cortain formalism, & certain smount of ritusl, & cortain
emount of dignity in our services; und we bave certsin procedures x that have been
worked out, but we do not favor the direction in which many of our churches hive bheen
moving recently - I do not mean of curs but of fmeriean churctms,ﬁntmducing more
and rore rituzl into their services. VYWhen the reslity of religion goes, often people
try to substitute, it seems, ritual for thst oF which is living. Znd yet Presbyteriane
ism hasz never felt that this is 2 major thing. VYhen Hooper, & great Cslvinist of
fngland, wzs invited under Fdward VI to beecome a bdshop in the Church of England,
Fooper said, "How can T do 4t. I have to put om all these gowns, all these ceremonies,
gll thess forms."” FHe said, "I do not find that in the Seripture, I do not believe in
all that.,” He would not aseept the poaition of bishop and hoe sent a letter to John
Calvin and he said, "™hat shsll T dos" and John Calvin wrote back and he said, "The
matter of forms and caremnie-é §{s an indifferent watter," He said, "Too much form
and coreomony is apt to crowd the Cospel out. When vou have a chance to make your
volee heard, oppose it; but if vou have on opportunity to present the Jospel and
astand for Ood's truth by adopting thess forms which you would not. have otherwise,
then take them," he said and Hooper became a bishop and for a few years did a groat
work in spreading the Word of God 4n his area. /nd then when Sdward VI died ard
Mary Tudor came in, they took Dishop Fooper cut to the sfake and thay tied him up,
they put sticks in front of him and they set fire to them when the sticks wers green;
and the smoke wont up but the burning was slow and Hooper suffered for a long, long
time. But he suffered for Mg faith in the Word of Cods He stood for Cod's truth.
It was a part of our heritage, of cur Presbyterian horitage.

And then we should look at the matier of doetrinee Bven though the name Preshye
terian does not apecifically mean dootrine, yet Prestwlerienism has always been
charactsrized by the wain line position in doetrine. It stands and has always stood
for fundamental Christianity. It standas for those grest attitudes which have heen
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charscteristic of most of the preat/denominations throuch the ages. It is not a
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