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Cov,. I1-9

Julian sent out word that the temple was to be rebuilt and put the project in
the hands of his trusted assistant, Alvpius. Yaalthy Jews from all c_var the m:;___ra
provided graat suns of money., Silvaer spﬁdaa and pickaxes ware brought for the
start of the excavation. Hdward Gibhon, ome of the most famous of historiams, and
yet one who had a strong anti-Christisn bias, says of the event: '"The commands of
a great monacrch wera execnted by the enthusiasm of a2 whola people. Yet, on this
secasion, the joint of forts of rower and enthusiasm were unsuceesaful: and the

&

ground of the Jawish temple, which is now coverad by a ?«etm mosque, still

i1
continued to exhibit the same edifyins snaetacla of ruln and dasolation.”

Regarding tha failure of the attempted m?';uilc;ing, Gibton says: "Au carthquake, a
whirlwind, and a fiery eruptien, which overturned and scattared the new fmn\;lgtlonn
of tha tample, are attested, with some variations, by contemporary amud respectsble
evidence,”’ Gf%m aunotas vhat he ¢alls "the unexeeptionable fest;'u,tt{-.."»nj;” ef a highly
respectad contemporarv papgan h'!.steb'r'r..m% Ammianus Mareallinus, as follows: "Whilst
Alyplusa, asalstad hHy the povernor of the provinee, urged with vigour asud diligence
the execution of the work, horrible balls of fire, breaking out near thé founda~
tions, with frequemt and reiterated attacks, rendetred the place, from time to time,
inéccasaib]_.a to tha secarchad and blasted worlmen; and the ﬂctoriom alenent
continuing in this manner obstinately and resolutely hent, .as it were, to drive
them to a distance, tihe undertaking was abandonedl!"

?bba‘m tries to dismiss the event by saving: “At this important crisis any
signmt accident of nature would assume the appearance, and produce the effeeis,
of a real prodigy."” In line with this remark, some have tried to explain lwly the
event by saying that it was not a supernatural intervention, but was Inctead caused
by m explosion of gas which, they éay, would have accumulated in the chamgers

under the old temple. Thus Gibben calls it a meraly "singular accident of nature."
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