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hus we learnJroa the Bible many general circum' that will precede
rlather

the Lord's coming to this earth, and 5oae/k specific ones. The xm general

ones are occurrences that have happened over and over during the meny

centuries since the e+ ascension of Christ.

In 430 A.D. St. Augustine lay dying on his bed in V*km a town

in North Africa. For some centuries NA had been one of the finest or

-theRo1n provinces. CceáTUarnounts of there was
its

shipped to Kona

it hadgreat ters-ofciiture-ofevekindTheIiiitCha° The

first greatfChn°
__________________

but in NA The-names of Cyprian TertullianandAgtiieareang

the-finest-names-of-early-Chn'--histoy. c-Augustine-had wot-fornearly

40-yea-as-aT---great-Chn-leader, and-now-he-lay onhiedet1vbedc-Dur1ng

-the--yi>--latter--decades-of---As--We-things-had-xadiiaUychangedo

The-barbarians-had-broken-through-the-chain-of-fortresaes-on-the-bordera

of the_eiipire,_andeat_hordesof-them-had-aarched-through-the-centers-of -

tbeweteptionthe_Romen_empire Empire 1n Europe *-city Of

Rome itselthaLbeen.captured and plundered.To meny_people-civilization

seemed to be nearing its end. &geat hordefvnda1safter_merching

across Europe pillaging and destroying had ta_kepoaaes8ionoLIpain
Most

Now they had left Spain and crossed to North Africa. /in-et of NA'

was already in their jhands. From the walls of Hippo one could see

the $*d'n burning fires of churches and homes that the vandals had
In Hippo one -

pillaged and were now destroying. /me could hear the cries of the

" refugees zsimgezz and of these who were being tortured in the surrounding country.

It looked as if civilization was coming to an end. Never since

has NA' regained anything like the condition of prosperity that it

enjoyed during the centuries before Augustine's death.
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