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IR - Chapel 3/15/73
was trmily a

Lord and beceme a Christian Paul Mfd/ was. Certainly if there was one that Rac a right te
thsolute senfidence that he was saved snd wos geing te heaven suhere Unrist was il was Paul,
But Peul says, I count net mysslf to have apprehendec but this sme thing I do, fergetting
those things whieh are behind and reaching forta unte these things which are before, 1
prees toward ths merk for theprise of the high calling of Ged in Carist Jesus." Faul was
savad, yes, Fsul was saved for all sterniby. Paul was one of the greatest ggffii/ servants
of God inm all hisiory. Paul was one wio understeed divine things as much as anyone had,
wko has sver lived. But Paul was preseing on Lo know Him Detter, to know JesuaChrist,
to know God and Christ whem He had sent, to make progress in the knowledge of God, the
Deepening Enowledge of God.

Now let's look briefly al the aspects which Paul partisualrly sentions here. There
are other aspects. Some of then are touched upen J in His prayer for thepesple in ph.
But this gri. asbitlom of Psul, "That I may lknow Jin" swaariges it all of ceurde, summarises
it wuch mere than is expressed furbther en. Jub yel there are certain aspects ol il that
Re feels deserve particular altention end so ae meniions thoek here. "That L way know Him
and thepower of His reswrractien." In thepassags in IPh. he stressed this aiso -- the
power oi His resurrection. He developed it a litile were fully taan ke does mere in tkis
statenent of His arbition bhe says, "what is the exceeding greatness ol Uis power to us-
ward whe believe. socording to the workling of His wlghily power which He wrought in Carist
when ke raised Him frow the dead.” This is the gri. central mirecle of Christianiiy.

I was talking to @ young man Some yrs. &go who wes & student im & liberal semimary.
AS T talked with him, Re said how ke found it dlfficult to believe that Jesus walked m
the water, andhe couldn't quite believe taat Jesus hs;;;::iiinad a certain miracle. he
couldn't believe that Dlishaf had muce the axe koad te swiw. He couldn't belisve theso
different miracles., And he couldn't believe that Jesus wes birgin bern. ind I said to Rim,
Do you bDelieve in the bedily resurresiien of (hristi” Andu Be levked at me and Ae steppec.
Ana e said, Well. if yow can delieve thav a resl uan was really acad and that he was raised
frow the cdeau inte (ull life agein, ae¢ sald, I& you can believe el waat's ths use of even

talking about these olher nirzoleat” Now o coura¢ tae medsinisis wen't usually alk &

great deal abeut demying thae rosurrestion; it is cenvral. bat shey salk about ether
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