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perriphseral things, but if you think abeut, theugh these other periphersl things are
izportant. these other aspects have their vital place, if yeu can belisve in the resurrection
of Christ sursly youecan Helieve in everything Ged tells in His word. Tae great uirascle

that Paul stressed here -~ the power of His resurreotion. We were dsad in sim, lest, far
frow the knowledge of God and the wonderful pewer of Carist's resurrection raised us inte
newness of life, raised us up from our lost condition through what Jesus did on calvary's
cross -- the power of His resurvdction., But Oh how reasdy we are to live lives that drage
aleng 3t a peor cdying rate. Failing to sccomplish whet Uod wants us to accomplish. Fiiling
to step out and meke pur energles and our efforts count for the Lord. Failing te make the
progress in cwr shudies, in our understanding, in our different ways that we should, be-
couning cowed by the different poveblems snd situations that arise. If we truly beleng te
Carist we have sccess to the power of His resurrection, the power that raised Jesus Carist
from the desd znd Ood wants us to avsil ourselves of this power. He wants us te step

out with full confidences 2s these through whom He wants to use this mighty power, the pewer
that raisec Him from the dead, in order %o use ns for His purpeses, "That I may know Him
anc thepowver of Hiz resurrection. "And Psul might well have said, mighten he, Ok, I know

the power of His resurrectisn, I'm proud of what he's done through me, Oh, God protect

us ~- me from becoming pweud. keep me humble when I'm 8o proud of what I'm secomplishing
make me not, make me realise that it iz Qod that has done it andnot me. And I'm sure that
Paul did have thot attitude and that feeling. But right here he jumps to something éntirely
different. "That I mey know Him and the power of His resurrection bee this tremendous power,
mad yot,"the fellowship of His suggering". "Being made confermsble to His death." Oh we
want to knew the power of His resurrcction and we need to. Ve are all anxious to knew the
power of His resurrsction, but are we anxiour to know the fellowship of suffering? Do we

not rather eriage frou the theught of the fellowship of His suffering? De we not draw back
frem the things that ars disagreeable? Now I don't mean that like the Mideaval monks we
should go eut and fgffdu 4/ scourge ourselves snd think that maybe we are doing goed, or we
are advencfing God's work by siwply msking ourselves hurt with ne purpose? That's not what
he moang by the "fellpwship of His sufferings.” But he wants us $o realize that Jesus Christ

came down %o this earth and sufferd on the cress, lived in the imperfections of human life,
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