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Summary for a monograph on

SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY: ITS VALIDITY AND ITS LIMITATIONS

INTRODUCTION

Etymologically, theology means the study of God. As used by the scholastics
it included all that God has made and therefore could involve everything in the
universe. In the course of time most of thoss areas that deal with observable
phenomena have besn classified under specific sclentific heads while those
dealing with theorstical interpretation havse largely heen placed under the term
philosophy. As understood today svstematic theology means a systematic arrange-
ment of facts regarding the baing of God and regarding the supernatural world.

There 1s no tasiz on which a non-Christian can properly undertake to build a
valid systematic theology. Y2 has no access to fha appropriate data., Any con-
clusions he reaches are based on an insufficlant factual foundation and
therefore are eatiraly speculative.

If the nou-Christian's ayes arz opzn he must ssa signs of Cod's 2xistence on
avery hadd. There is no raasonable wav to explain the material uniﬁersz apart
from the activity cf an omnipotent dfvine Creator. The material world is filled

with evidences of the existesnce of God, but tells nothing about His character.

. The same is true agbout man's mental makeup. Every man has within him, even if

only deep within his consciousness, a belief in the existeace of God, but this
does not tell him anything about the nature or character of God. There is no way
that doformation in this realm can be gained except through a revelation from God
Himself.

The situation is similar with regard to the moral law. Every human being

recognizes that there is a difference between right and wrong, even though he may

have crowded recognition of this difference into a comparatively small area of
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