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The Purpose ¢f Premciing

Mr. Taylor eays L have been preacning for years snd yecrz ond socrs.
I think that's a little exaggerated. It was only in 1927 that I was
ordained, and 1 have preached occasionally every year since. but never
steadily because my work has been tralning preschers primarily rather
than presciiag myself. 3o [ feel rather fitted to take the aubject given
tonight, the purpcse of preaching because thats been the purpcee cf oy
life==not to preach, though i've cone & feir smount of thaet, but to trein
otiere to preach. Whet vwould be the joiat of t.st if tazre wor: not a
very definite purpose.

I'd like to start by looking at Isaiah 40:9. Ne read, "Iou who bring
good tidings to Zion zo up on a lLiga mountain. fou wao brinz 3004 tidiugs
to Joerasalea, 1lift up your voice with a shout; 1lift it up do not be afraid.
Say to the towns of Judah Here is your God. Sse the Sovereign Lord comes with
power and his arm rulesfor him. See his reward is with him and his r.coapease
aceompandes iim . He tendes his flock like a shepherd, he gathere the laubs
in his armg and cerri=e 1t ew clcse 1o his hurnrt. He gently leads those that
heve young." '

Here in the OI we have the commend to preach. To go up on the high
rmcuntein, tc cell cut the geed tidi.gs. Them over im ea. 53 we fimd cae
of the finest examples of reel Chrictien presching eigy .licre L. the Eible.
"Come all you who ere thirsty, eome to the waters you who have no money.
Come, buy and eat." Thie vould be absolutely mesringlecs(ca. 53) ifit
wers not that it comes two ehs. after ch. 55. Goc's nerey is notsomethiing
that can be just taken or spurned. Huch preaching gives you the impressioci—-
just take it, that's all there is to it. Well, there is nothinz we can de
to get it, but it cost the Lordan awful lot. to make it possibvle.

So Isa. 55 is the grest messge thet God rag tedc srlvat. o1 possible and
taen ch. 55 givesthe call that follows the sesount of vwhat God has done.
That certeinly is the purpose of preaoching. The purpose of preaching isto
call people to repentence andto tell them that salvation is freely aveilable
through the Lord Jesus Christ.

" low most semimaries tidsy arc spreeciug out ead iacress.us ticir

curriculum constamtly. We must have many courses in counselling, courses

in youth ork, coirses 1n thia aspz2cl end in thet espect and in the other

aspect. of Christisn work, and there's velue in ell these things. 3But the

primary purposs of the Christian ministry isto preach the nesssge of

galvation through the Lord Jz2sus Christ. Closely related to that is the

purpose of presenting the teacning of Scripture. And thisie 2 big book. It's

a2 large book, abook full ef truth. A book which I believe contains much truth
“that no one has fully understood yet because the-3ible uas ziven notto neet

the needs of any one time, but to meet the needs of Cod's people st &ll

future times. So I believe we find the ansvwer to-all our problems in the Zible.
There may be passazes in the Bible that 300 yeears ago verse very difficult te
understand because they didm't say much to the situatiom them. Those passages
today may seen erystal clear to us. There may be pesagesthat seemed crystal clear
then that don't seem to make a great deal of sense mf to us.= because the Lord
gave us a book intended to meet the needs oftiis people in all ages. God's truth
is there in the Word, but we haveto dig it out. We have to study it and find . .
- what He has forus et each time. The great central mesage isthe same. But the
applisation, I believe, is to be fourd primerily in the Word of God.
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