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As I say, these other courses you find in many other seminari.-.-thcy 2r0
all good. But there are good books in all ofthern, and if aperson is trained
to think, he can take these books and the magazine articles and he caii t a
great deal of tremendous value. But I I don't know any way you can really l
learn to understand the Bible except by taking tine to really get into it and
learn methods of interpretation, learn to go back to the original and see
exactly what it means, see what exactly God says in His '.'ord. See whet the
verses mean in context a.d see what the message isGod has there forus.

So in our ae.inary we conceitrate on really understanding the Word of
God and to really understand it, I believe is a full time job for three years.
I wish we had more timeforexegesis than wehave. But we can't sp.ndall our
tine during the years on this, which is the most vital thing because I belivc
there is one other thing that ranks equally with it, and that 1. the ability
to get the message across.

So we give more attention probably to honi].etioe than almost a seminary
I know about. ic try to give a good training in apeakiigeffecLively in
order to get the message across. In other words we believe that at the center
of the minister's work andto some extent you night say at the center ofthe
life of every Christian because the word. translated 'preach' really -mean to
give good news. It is to present the message of od It doesn't have to be
preached from apulpit. It doesn't have to be preached in aset service. :t
doesn't eve have to be preached to more than one perecn. Everyone who is a
child of God should have as one of the pt-nary purposes of hiahife tLe presenta
tion of the good news of salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ.

When I was in college I knew a very find Christian man, a teacher of a
3ible school, who once told me bot someone whom he said was just no good as
a prncher. Je said, everyone rentto sleep whn he s-poke. . hd
him, but he said he called frequently on hispeopi.. Andthen the peplefelt we've
got to rturi, the call. (onse.nt1r they had alot of people thereto hear him
preach. I didn't argue with this sian. He was a i for whom I had.a great
deal of respect, but the thought came to me, if hiecahhing is simply to get tb
people to come and hear him preach an he doesn't .ve teu anythin, is
acccmphishcd?

It may be that in his calls ho resily preached to them and gave them the
message. I don't know. But it is true that ordinarily the greet work the
minister can do in peseting the Wordof God is the speaking to morethan one
person, thoush the personal work istremendously important. The purpose of it
seems to me to fall under two main head.. It is certainly to tell how we
can be saved through Christ, is certainly thE first of these.

I havesometimes gene to achurch end. heard a minister jive a message that
opened up somephase of the Christian life most wcr±derfully, and 1 received a
real blessing from it, and yet I thought if there are people here who do not
know how to be saved through Christ, they havebeen given a. superetr.cture wth
with no foundation. I have more and mor felt thatl have estioned whether a
sermon is really a Christian termon if it does not somewhere in it show howto
be saved through the Lord Jesus Christ. I don't mean that all of our sermons
should beevangelietic sermons by any means. The minister has as a great part of
his purpose the teaching peple to grow in unrict , to grew in the knowledge of
the Lord. And people won't grow if they are cvuatantly being given a message for
the unbeliever.
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