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As I say, these other courses you find in many other seminarie-~they zre
all good. But there are good books in all ofthem, and if aperson is treined
to think, he can taks these booke and the megezine articles and he caa g-t a
zreet deel of tremendous value. But I I don't know any way you can really le
learn to understand the Bible except by taking tine to really get into it and
learn methods of interpretation, learn to go back to the original and see
exactly what it mesns, see what exectly Cod seays in His “ord. See what the
verses mean in context sad see whet the meseage isGod hes there forus.

So in our sexzinary we conceitrate on really understanding the Word of
God and to really understand it, I believe is a full time job for three years.
I wish we had more timeforexegesis than wehave. But we can't spendall our
time during the 3 yesrs oa thie, whieh is the most vital thing because I belizve
thsre 1la one other thing that ranks equally with it, and that is the ability
to get the uesssge across.

So we give more attention probably to homilatics than alnost ag seainary
I know about. ‘e try to zive a good training in spzakingeffectively in
order to get the message across. In other words we belisve that at the center
of the minister's work andto some extent you aight say at the ceater ofthe
1ife of every Christian because the words translated 'preach' really uean to
glve good news. It is to present the message of 3od It doesa't have to Ve
preached from apulpit. It doesn't have to be preached in aset service. _t
doesn't eve: have to be preeched to more than one perscn. Everyone who is a
child of 36d should have as one of the ptuary purposes of nislife tie presenta-
tion of the good news of salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ.

When I was in college I knew a very find Christian man, a teacher of a
3ible school, who oncs told me about someone whom he said was just no zood as
& prescher. .ds sald, everyone v3atto slesp whea he rpoke. I3 had notihing h“mi-=L
him, but he said he called frequemtly om hispeople. Andthen the peplofelt ve've
got to return the call. Consscguently they had alot of people thereto hear him
preach. I didn't ergue with thie men. He wae ¢ mam for vhom I had a great
deal of respect, but the thought came to we, If hietllling is eimply to pget the
people to come and heer him preach and he doesu't give thew anything, hat is
ecccrpliehed?

It may be that in his calls he reelly preeched to them and gave them the
messege. I don't know. But it is true thet ordinarily the greet work the
minister cen do in pesenting the Wordof Gocd is the speaking to morethan one
person, thougzh the personal work istremendously importent. The purpose of it
seems to me to fall under two main heads. It is certainly to tell how we
cen be seved through Christ, is certainly the firet of these.

I havescmetimes gone to achurch 2nd heerd & minister ;ive a message that
opened up scmephase of the Christiesn life most wenderfully, and 1 received a
real blessing from it, and yet I thought if there are people here who do not
know how to be saved through Christ, they havebeen givem a superstructure wih
with no foundation. I have more and moré felt thetl have gestioned whether a
sermon is really a Christian sermon if it does not somewhere in it show howto
be saved through the Lord Jesus Christ. I don't mean that all of our sermcns
should beevangelistic sermons by any means. The minister hes as & great part of
hies purpose the tecching peple to grow im Unrist , to grow in the knowledge of
the Lord. And people won't grow if they are cuastantly being given a message for
the unbeliever..
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