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son of “an in Daniel A\

ey
he cave them shcrtlyg befor: his crucifixion. If Jesus had oone out
and immediatoly sald, Look I'm hicSsiah! I'm the Christ!" jome people
would immediately have sadd, That's wonderful, let's cet our shields
and swords and things and drive the Romans out of our land! There
would not have been many who salild that beforc the oman armies would
have cone and destroyed them. That happened to many whohad claimed
to be hessiahe Jesus could have protectsd himself, but it was nbt
his will to do it that way.

Jesus could imnediately have gone cut and said, I'm the Son of God.
He did xay nct say that oncoc in ks or in Lk. de could immediately
have started making these tremendous claims. They would have either
— . him as insane, or tho ecclesiastical leaders of the Jews
would have causced him to be arrecsted and put out. Instead he chos-
a method of cradually lcadine people into the truthe Wo find that

it was nct vr rywrﬁu belfore ne beesan to unite with_the idea of som of

man Ehe idea of authors ty He told them t-~ Son of Mar is Lord of
the Sabbath. Now dzckiel could not say that! Daniel couldn't say that!

But he said that. He made that claim. He was Lord of the Sabbath.
He claimed the ability to forgive sins. As far as we know he only
said that on onc instance. But he was beginnine to give the disciples
an understandins ®mf€ that he claimed a remarkable authority. Then be-
fore long ne becan saying things like, "The Son of Man has not whore
to lay his head." "The Son of Manis going to bektayed into the hands
of sinners. H=z's going to be crucifisd. As time went on ke said thoese
thinas about the suffering he was going to have. He tied that with
the idea of the Son of Mane.

Then avvnuually the tinme came when he said, They shall see the Son
of Man cominc in the cliouds of heaven, with great power and clory.
Then the disciples would certainly have thought of the occurrence in
Daniel7:14., Nearly 100 without that, but in this one the Son of Man
comin: in the clouds of heaven. There's much discussion about the
meanince of that particular term, in Dan. But I'm convinced it is a
picture of the coming of Jesus Chtist. His coming to establish a
kingdom upor carth, that coming to which we all lock forward. That
is described in that v. in the book of Daniel but I cdon't think pecple

~wmould havo thouant of when they had-all those other oCcUGrFantes

till this one near the =ond of His ministry and then they remembared
(that in Daniel) and thovy would say, That is what He is referring
to nowe.

This at the close of his ministry he gives these ureat statemonts
of the glory of the 3on of Man. Wwhen he stocd before the high priest
he said the same thinkg how the Son of :an, you will sec Him sitting
at the richt hand of the Blessed and coming in the clouds of heaven,

Thus we have a wonderful picture of the method of Chirst. There
are some individuals who are won when some individual ¢oes up to them
and savs, Look ncre you are a sinner, you should belicve in Christ.
There are individuals who ara won that way, there are wonderful
instances of that. But ordinarily we must use tact. Crdinarily we
must gradually lead people into the truth. The account of Christ on
earth is pst merely a revelation of tremendous truth, but it is an
example for us in his marvelous way. It is an example for us in His
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