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Habréws lZ:l—-—Wherefofe seeing we also are compaased about with ao great a
cloud of witnasaea, let us ley aside-every weight, and the sin which doth so
aasily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set befora us.
It is generally undarqtood that this verge refers to those who have gone
_59f¢ré. Those who hayé stood for the faith of God and have declared it fear-

lessly and many of whom have suffered for this faith., The 1lth chapter of

’ Hebrews gives a catalogue of meny of these. The first verse of the 12th chapter

includes those names in the llth chapter and runs on to include all fha heroes

of the faith up to our own time. Of these witneaaés who have come between those
names in Hebrews 1l and our day, I would like to present two to you to-night

for your special attention. The fifat Af thesé is Athanasius, the bishop of
Alexandria in the'fourfh century. Athanaaius féceq.many of the problems which
we'fahe today though perhaps pot in as acute form. As a young man he saw the
Arien movement aﬁéeping_acroas the church. .To the outsidqrs this movement struck

at the very heart of Christianity. It denied the essential deity of our Lnrd

_while claiming to:be orthodox in most other respecta. To the unintelligent ob- -

server it seemed to be an argument of a mere aifference of one 1etter and some-—
thing that could well be lald aaide and forgotten but Athansius sew that it
struck at the very heert of Chrlatianity. Through his whole life unwareringly
he opposed this evil and refused to compromise with that whnch was contrary to

the Word of God. Driven from his home, compelled to hide in the desert, wander-—

ing destitute and a fugitive he refused to surrender or to compromise with error.

At times he seemed to be standing all alone. against the whole world yet in the
end his persistence end his faelthfulness won out and the truth for which he

stood triumphed in the Christian church. The courageous stand for truth which

 Athanasius maintained, his single eye which sought the approbation of God and
_?chunged all things human but lost that he might be true to the divine mission,

hia persistence in the face of augh_discouragementa and opposition as would have
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