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the evangelist to commit the saying of Christ and to develop the teaching of
Chitst while as yet there was perfect cognicence of whnt He saia and did. so
that tre Bible is the smarantee to 11s that we hrve the ori=inal merssage of the
Tord. Now. of céurso. th-t raises the imense question of textual criticism.
I see m- time is esone but I Just want to sive yo one or two very simple points
on that, awd I think gon will find them helpful.

Moaern objectors frequently direct attention to textual variation.
They say. how can yo1 be sure that yon h=ve the real record when youn have so
many varieties of text? The paragox is that the varieties of text is a guarantee
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of accuracy. Let me take a simple illustration from practiesml criticism with

which I onee had to deal to my great sorrow. Aristotle, only existed until

quite recently at any rate in manuscripts a thonsand years after the time

. #""qj/j ¥* ethic s #d?
when he Spoke. And there are two resensions of Aristotle's deeede, the Uuanians
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-nd the Wcomicainas-: They vary very considerably. The Portisists would say,
nyon can't be sure of what Aristotle sald. The answer is just becanse you h:ve
two resenticis written -y two ppils o1 have =2 greater guarantee that—thex
where they agree. Here are two men who are snfriciently independent to sive
aifferent versions abont Aristotle's teachings. Yet the egreat bouy of the eviaence
is tre same in both. Jgé vo1 wonder at the callecfion only you might say to
vo'trself, "Well, it is justxismitxaxgmextizmx open to gnestion wh$tber I haven't

an ag;{agon hetween Aristotle and a private opinion of my sen:;;Ia?%es. or whether
I raven't an iéé{aaon wmx between Aristotle and the priv-.te opinions of Uaeemus.
gut where I have both Udé;ma and Ucommgtus andi I have = coasens's of gereement
heﬁweﬂn :h?mti am more sire that I have the sayin~s mf and teaching of Aristotle
thahﬂ} hﬂi:niﬁ these varieties. Now spply to the New Te.tament texts. I have only
time Jjust to mentionkd it but rom can work out the resemblamme yourself. VWestcott
says, and of course as you ' now Westcott was highly réeognized a$ his time as a
textnal critic, We tcott says, "One word i1 every ninWni.e i1 the ew Te tament

is open to question.®™ But he adds, "there are scareely any of them that are of

sital importaice." ILet me cive you an illustration. I wsea it in the little
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