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THE MODERN USE OF THE BIBLE, by Harry Emerson Fosdick
New York: Macmillan, 1942,

Let me bear & personal testimony &8s my closing word. From naive acceptance
of the Bidble as of equal credibility in all its parts because mechanically
inerrant, I passed years &go to the shocking conviction that such traditional
bibliolatry is false in fact and perilous in result., I saw with growing
cleargness that the Bible must be 8llowed to say in terms of the generations
when its books were written what its words XEE in their historic sense
actuvally meant, and I saw that often this historic sense wes not modern sense
at all and never could be. There, like others, I bave stood bewildered at the
new and unaccustomed aspect of the Book. But that valley of confusion soon
was passed. I saw that the new methods of study were giving far more than they
were taking away. They have restored to us the historic Christ. They have
led us to the abiding, reproducible experiences of the soul revealed through
him, They have given us his imperishable Gospelo freed from its entanglements,
the Shekinah distinguished from the shrine, to be preached with & liberty, &
reasonableness, an immediate application to our own age such as no generation
of preachers in the church's history ever had the privilege of knowing before.
Have no fear of the new truthl Let us fear only our own lack of wisdom, insight,
courage and spirituval power in using it for the redemption of the souls and

sociefties of men, PAGE 273.
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