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Prophets

ﬁlbripht W. Fo, Archggolgy, Historical fnelogy 2rd early BlbllC?l Tre ditlcn (Louisiama
State Umvers*t.y Press: Baton Rouge) 2 SR e R igras

De 49 . . » was Samuel judge of all Isreel or only 2 little-known diviner? We actuslly have
good reason to think that he was both judge and 2 man of the charismetic gifts assccisted in
Israel with divining. As patrem of the ecstatic prophets, to whom I shall turn later, he
was 2 member of their circle, which was intimetely bound up with such charismatic functions
#s divination. When he iz celled a ro'eh or "seer! it does{ﬁa‘c mean that he was a diviner
in the Babylonien or even in the Canasnite sense. In other words, he was not like Balasm
2 profession2l diviner with long training in the complicated "sciences" of divination.

AN :
Instead, he was associated with the hozim who gave eracles through visiens, or in some
other simrle way accepted by the Israelites. £&s we have said, he was closely connected
with the ecstatic prophets, who were also oracular divincrs. Furthermore, he was "2 man

w2 L : §. 8
of God," a2 provhet (a mobi, which meens, as we know now, "one called to a vocation'),

p. 57 In 1 Semuel 192.20 we read: "/md the band of prophets were in an ecstatic fremzy, ard
Sarmuel was presiding over them." Two differemnt Hebrew words having the smme meaning are here
used inm order to make it perfectly clear that whem Saul came to the bank of prorhets, Samuel
was presiding over their dances and ecstatic T}. :rgsic. In twe of these stories Saul is said
to have been converted by the activity of the provhets and te heve become one of them him-
gself. Oa both occasions the same preverb is quoted,"Is Saul 2lso zmong the prephets?" In

other words, cam a man like Saul beccme a religious ecstatic? Saul was obviously known as

big and tough, and certainly net as the kkind of mam te be expected in 2 band eof provhets.

5 Both in 01d Babylonian 2nd in early Northwest Semitic— the 1:ingui3tic group te which
the Patriarchs belenged — we find the same verb usedoef "calling," "maming," and Ngiving of e
commission (to a men by a god)." Nabl does not mezan Y“spesaker,t for Moses was naki b1 b not
a speaker (im which capacity Aaron took his place). The nabl was specially called by Ged;
lle was not mnecaessarily a preohet or diviner.



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.macraelib.ibri.org/Notes.htm


