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PeiB in the 01d Tesi;améﬁ’o narratives, however, r'ﬁah.islnever regerded as a being

' _n.ndependent of Yr:mh'sr\re]n.l8 The spirit is always Yahweh's spirit, a more or less substantial

s

m, a i‘erce emanatlng fm*n Yahweh, the sp:l.rlt is almys sen‘b by Yahcweh and runs

a

' Yahweh's errands. ‘For this reason it is wrong to suggest that. ru h was regarded asa

sp:rlt analogous ’c.o the sp:Lr:L'bs of the shamans or the J:Lnn of the m‘e—Is]:amc ﬂrabs 3 mor _
is there any quest:.on of vossess:Lon in the proper sense of the word as in the narratlves
of the demons in the' gospels. The ru h affects ‘bhe prophe‘b » bub :L‘t is always t_hought _of

as a me ns by which fahweh Hhﬁself,works in human life, ‘and c'an never be isolated or

. separat ed frqm Yahwehe

Pe 66 L.any scholars are of the opinion that this clothing in 21.135 various forms or:LgJ.n-
ated in cultic customs. Holscher in h:Ls work on the Israellte pronhets po:m’ss to the fact

that in : . ancient cults the pr:.ests often wore s}cms of onmals that were used for

: saérifices. He believes 'bhat +the clcﬁ;hlng of the prophets was orlglnally the bull-

skins in which the_‘pr:n.es_‘bs of the Phoem.c:.an—Ganaam.te Baal, 'l'.hs bull god, wrapjged
tl'i'emselves.'-_ . |
This theory is connected with the view that primitive Isra_elité prophecy was derived

solely from Canaanite religion and was an eésentiélly alien phehomenﬁi; amongst the

- Hebrews. If this theory means that ecstatic ‘prophecy in Israél was in itself a loan from.

W

the Canaanites, there is ne ground fo_r'such a hypothesis. .'As has been.déhldnstra‘hed in
the first‘ _bhapter of this Ibook 7 ecstésy and ecstatic Iprophacy are not restricted to
specifié peoples; they appear everywhere in the worl'd, irrespeckive of ra:c':e énd\cu_l’aure-.
it' can never be 'prov'ed_-tha%& vrophetic ecstasy was not indigenﬁﬁs in _Iéf_fae]_.- as well as

:i:n 6ther peoples thx_‘ougho’ﬁt the ;world. _Bﬁt might no*ﬁ a_\ge;mirie Hebrew movement have
borrowed forms andcustoms from t.he pagan wori!.d? This poss.ibiﬁty must be admitted; but it
is sc'arcely-likely'that the Yaﬁweh prophets in Israel, zealous as they were for the
genuine Yahwistic faith and cult, adopted from a: fore:.gn rel :Lglon features so markedly
pagan as the bull sk:ms of i;he Baal prlests. in the oplnlon of the present wra.“bsr ancther
explanai’:ion is more paausible e namely that the skin and the hairy mantle derive their

origin from é. n5mdic usage, \ﬁell_-_knowh' among the inhabitants of the d esert..
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