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Lindblom, J.,:Prophecy‘in-gncient Israel (Oxford) 1962. Reprinted 1963
p..§4 Sé§r is a man or a ﬁoman'who claims to poséess the fhculty of knowiﬁg things
that are concealed from ordihary men. The.chief methods uséd by the seer are dreams,
extraordinary perspicacity, glairvqyan¢e,;;ommunicaﬂiong fromkghosts and spirits; and
finaily,_external signs and Omené. Sometimeg tﬁe seers also pbtain'their-extraq;dinary
knowledge iﬁ a\psychiq"staté of ésStasy of trancé; - Characteristic of the prﬁphgté are.
ecétésies of'vari@us kinds,.basedjon_a'direct éontact with the divine world or the divine -
power‘('the-;pirit of Gaif); a supernotmal state of mind in wh;ch divine revelations
are communicated in the _férm of visions end auditions. Being ovei-ﬁhelmed by God the
provhet feels himself compelled tp_pfoclaim publiciy'what hé:has seen dr hegrd. Never-
theless ﬁhe ?prophet may occasionally use the methodé and dolthe'work of a Segr.
Briefly one could also say that a seef'é geﬂbrgl function was, by using different
methods, tb see things of various kinds on this earih hiddeﬁ from common men; the main
fundtion of a‘prophet was, filled with or touched by the divinity, to receive-revela—
tions from the other world and utter them as oracles to men. The ‘dividing-line between -
a seer and a prophet can not be drawn éhgrply. ,Both éould on occéSiOn exécute the same
functions. o B R o | . . .
pP. 95 Qne reason for_thé'diéappearance of the seeré_iﬁ_lsfaél was the theocentric ﬁature
of the Yehweh religion; another was the fact that the functions of: the seers fell into
diérepute bebause_of théir fesemblances to énalogous phena@ana in Canaanite pagahism. The
polemics df thehprophgts and the laws against pagan soéthsaying and divinéfion_neceésariky
threw an air of ignominyfevén over the activities of the Israelite seers. Their proceed-
ings were then régﬁrded as ;i.llagitimate and incompitible with the true Yahweh religion.
This development involvingfﬁhe disaﬁpearance of the seers.in the_stiict sense and their
replacement by the prophets istobsenved by the author of_the well«known_femark inli Sam. 9.
92 'Formerly in Isragl when 2 man went %o inquire of God; thus he said, "Gome; let ué go to
the seer''; for he who.is noﬁ-called a prophéﬁ-was férmeily celled a seer.' It is noﬁ very
likely that this remark indicates_mefely a change in the modé'of expression; it rather im-

plies an observation concerning historic facts: in earlier times there existed in Isrzel
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