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There is one area monpany others which the oontributors
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would have liked to ,p1aoo greater io the-sc essaysJ

Hewover, the tentativeness of the Co ll19ii Coupled with the

contributors own lack of sufficient knowledge of the f1a4

prevented tbm This is the vast field of anent]-Near Eastern

languages and literatures. Since the Old Testament was ocmposed

over an extensive period of time thousands o. year ago, a

modern reader must become ly aware of another culture and
in or,4c And L41krr,/

itcmilieuAto appreciate,its literature; it is all too easy

to read meaning from our own culture into that of another.

Much light has already been thrown upon the peculiarities and

characteristics of Hebrew literature by the rapidly accumulating

archaeological and linguistic data. ready new views are being

tried but there a-t1-romaino a --'1 4-4 lack of agreemerit

aznong
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scholpr in this prep thus "bie eontributors have- only
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me4-e passing reference to various aspects of,iaew knowledge as

it impinges upon the documentary hypothesis, it is hopedi that
-I,;. ;'i'k'

the reader will be investigating this area,for himself.

The stimulations and Ideas which have carried thi-e

projeotförward are due in no small mepure to Dr Ul-ari-.

M.eRae, President arid Professor of Old Testament at Faith

Daeologioal Semiia.ry in Elkino Park Pennsylvania The contrib

utors all attended his olasoes in Introduction to the Penta

iuoh and the editor also had the privilege of -as-si2tin.g Dr.

MpcRpe inhis reoearoh during the summer months NevLhJ

tle._fia1_t_ament of. tho--mat3rig1,wpg

the
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