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Cit1eal Theey-.e the Pentateuh

1,1te In order to fully und.erstandAthe present views of the

friJ structure and. formation of the Old Testai
P1. /C, C

nei-t.-4par-tcularly

the-first fivee-beeks-r-Gal-led-the--Pentateuch), it is worth-
jarf) while to ty the history of uch orico

lock at the course of events in Old Testament studies leading

up to and following the tdl reertation of the so OI21ed
3' E "Iarc, 7Y4i c "/,

Craf-Wellhaun hypotWasi 1878 Then we shall look at

these
events4

in the context of similar work done in general

literature, makg-p ea-Ø&e.rva-ti-on1s- as--wee-.
.LIcP?i/

1. Origin of the Documentary Theory

-The---first five books of the Old,---'T-e-oul

kflown as The Pentat euc h o-the-To&., univecly

a-or'bed to Mose& i-n the Old and Now Meat---the---Talmud

both Jewish and Christian fradition It was not until

theeighteenth century 0 eaat this view was

s-*r:lously questioned at a time whendeismm--th England

spti--cm in France and rat1onrliom in
4

faea,o rejection of the sttpOernatuara! an

t o/'e-s/#




It was a German pastor, Heinrich Berhhard. Witter/who
p,h.

J;1j7i0j

in...1i first adance. the idea that the variation in the use

of the ns¬ed (in p

indicated that two documents had been fitted. togethr to form
-U i rcr htJ Vrç

the book of Genesis. Witter's speculation had nts..---al
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